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The Flora of Johnson County, Iowa 
By ROBERT F. THORNE 
INTRODUCTION 
A need for a reasonably complete and modern list of vascular 
plants for the Iowa City vicinity has long been felt in the field 
botany and taxonomy courses at the State University of Iowa. 
This annotated list of vascular plants indigenous or naturalized 
in the county is an attempt to fill that need. It is hoped that the 
flora will also be useful to other botanists and their students in 
Johnson County and adjacent areas of Iowa. 
The writer's field work in Johnson County has extended over 
a period of nearly six years ( 1949-1955). In that time he has col-
lected or observed in the county 814 species. In addition to these 
plants, herbarium specimens of at least 160 other species from 
the county, collected by B. Shimek, M. P. Somes, M. Linder, A. 
S. Hitchcock, T. H. Macbride, W. A. Anderson, and others, are 
deposited in the herbaria at Iowa City and Ames. Although 150 
or more additional species have been reported by Somes ( 1913) 
and others (Macbride 1897, Fitzpatrick 1899, Pierson 1936), vouch-
ers for them have not been seen by the writer. They are, therefore, 
excluded from this list. 
M. P. Somes in his "Notes on the flora of Johnson County, Iowa" 
( 1913) listed 1005 species and varieties, representing 413 genera 
and 101 families. When the 238 varieties and species for which 
no specimens have been seen by this writer are deducted from 
his total, 767 verified species are accepted and are included in 
this flora. Many of Somes' Johnson County specimens are de-
posited in the Herbarium of Iowa State College in Ames, where 
the writer studied the Somes collections of certain critical genera 
and species. He found that a number of Somes' reports were 
based on misidentifications and that many of his other reports 
are not supported by specimens in the Ames herbarium. In addi-
tion to the 767 species substantiated by his vouchers or by later 
collections by other botanists, 85 species could occur in Johnson 
County and should be sought in suitable habitats, while 79 are 
unlikely to occur in this part of Iowa and probably represent 
misidentifications. The remaining 74 taxa in the Somes list are 
considered here to be varieties, hybrids, or non-naturalized species. 
During the more than 40 years that have elapsed since the Somes 
list was published, almost 200 additional species have been added 
to the known flora by Shimek, by the author, and by others. 
Species concepts have changed considerably, and the nomenclature 
of Somes' taxa has changed even more. 
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LOCATION OF AREA 
Johnson County is located in eastern central Iowa in the fourth 
tier of counties north from the Missouri border and in the sixth 
tier of counties south from the Minnesota border. The Mississippi 
River lies to the east of the eastern boundaries of the county about 
16 miles at Muscatine and 40 miles at Davenport. The county 
is bounded on the south by Louisa and Washington, on the west 
by Iowa, on the north by Linn, and on the east by Cedar and 
Muscatine counties. The total area is 618 square miles or 390,400 
acres. Elevations range approximately from 640 to 840 feet above 
sea level. 
CLIMATE 
As is true for the rest of Iowa, Johnson County has an extreme 
midcontinental type climate. The average July temperature, based 
on a forty year period of observations at Iowa City, is 75°F. and 
the average January temperature is 21°. The recorded maximum 
temperature is 109° and the minimum -32°. The average growing 
season is 165 days without killing frost, from April 28 to October 
10. The annual precipitation is 34.64 inches with 23 inches falling 
during the warm season (April-September) . The average annual 
humidity is 72 percent. Northwesterly winds prevail in winter, 
whereas southerly winds predominate from April to October. 
GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 
Geologic effects on the vegetation stem chiefly from events 
that took place during the Pleistocene epoch, when a mantle of 
glacial till and windblown loess was deposited over the entire 
county. First the Nebraskan and later the Kansan glaciers from 
the north covered the irregular surface of the region with a thick 
mantle of glacial deposits. The third or Illinoian glacier did not 
quite reach Johnson County from the east. In the northern part 
of the county these early glacial deposits were in turn buried by 
till and morainic debris left behind by lobes of the later Iowan 
glacier. The Solon plain and North Liberty plain rep:resent the 
two largest lobes of Iowan drift in the area. The exposed Kansan 
and some of the Iowan drift were covered by loess. It is estimated 
that more than 70 percent of the county's soils are of loess origin 
and less than 9 percent of drift origin. Only along the larger 
streams is bedrock exposed. These exposures· are mostly limestones 
of Silurian, Devonian, and Carboniferous age. Over the rest of 
the county the bedrock is so deeply buried under the loess and 
drift deposits that it has no effect on the soil covering. 
The present varied topography of the county results from erosion 
of the drift and loess deposited upon an original surface that 
sloped gently toward the southeast. It consists chiefly of loess-
covered hilly or rolling uplands along the rivers and largest tribu-
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taries, Il}Ore or less level drift plains away from the rivers, and 
a broad belt of alluvium in the flood plain of the Iowa River. 
The lobes of Iowan drift are mostly smooth to gently rolling, 
bordered by low ridges and spotted in Madison township with 
sand ridges or hills rising fifty feet above the drift plain. The 
Kansan drift south of Iowa City forms rolling uplands near the 
streams and gently undulating to flat uplands away from the 
streams. The most striking topographic features of the county 
are the winding ridges, convex-sloped loess hills, and abrupt, 
steep-sided ravines along the Iowa River north of Iowa City, 
west of the Cedar River, and along the south side of Clear Creek. 
This rough terrain has a relief of 60 to 160 feet. Much of it is 
still in original forest because it is too rough to be cultivated 
without serious erosion resulting. 
About ten percent of tl].e county area consists of bottomlands 
along the larger streams with nine percent more covered by ter-
races or second bottoms 10 or 20 feet above the flood plains. 
Some of the terrace deposits, the breadth of the Iowa River valley 
south of Iowa City, and the rounded bluff line in that portion 
of the valley may owe their origin to glacial Lake Calvin, which 
apparently occupied parts of the Iowa and Cedar river valleys 
from the Illinoian glacial incursion until late in the Sangamom 
interglacial stage (Schoewe, 1920). 
Johnson County is traversed from the northwest to the south 
by the Iowa River which, with its tributaries, drains most of the 
county. The Cedar River cuts through the extreme northeastern 
comer of the county in Cedar Township. Several streams flow 
into the Iowa River, such as Knapp, Mill, Turkey, Rapid, Clear, 
Old Mans, Dirty Face, and Picayune creeks. Only one small lake, 
about 60 acres in area and of glacial origin, is located south of the 
Iowa River in the North Liberty plain. Swan Lake was formerly 
a clear, deep-water lake (Calvin, 1897) well-stocked with fish, 
but it is now essentially a shallow marsh and is subject in very 
dry seasons to complete desiccation. Other marshy depressions in 
the Iowan drift in Madison Township, various sloughs and small 
ox-bow ponds along the Iowa River, farm ponds, and Lake Mc-
Bride, formed by the damming of Mill Creek, furnish further 
habitats for aquatic and marsh plants. 
SOILS 
The soils of Johnson County (Soil Survey of Iowa, Report No. 
23) are classified as loess, drift, terrace, and bottomland soils, 
and they cover about 72, 9, 9, and 10 percent of the county 
respectively. The most extensive soil types in the county are loes-
sial silt loams, Clinton ( 46 percent of the total county area), 
Tama (19 percent), and Muscatine (5.5 percent). Less extensive 
are the drift Carrington silt loam (7.4 percent) and loessial Knox 
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sand ( 1.5 percent), the colluvial or bottomland silt loams, Wabash 
(5.6 percent), Cass (2.4 percent), and the terrace silt loams, 
Waukesha ( 2.3 percent), and Bremer ( 1.9 percent) . 
VEGETATION 
The length of this paper precludes an extended description 
of the vegetation types in Johnson County. Since more than 90 
percent of the county area is under cultivation or is in pasture, 
areas of interest to botanists are few. Woodland is still extensive, 
especially along the Iowa and Cedar rivers and the larger tribu-
taries of the Iowa River. Probably few of the woodland species 
have become extinct in the county. The original prairie, which 
covered most of the county in the uplands away froµi the streams, 
has, however, been almost entirely destroyed by cultivation, graz-
ing, or civic improvement. Only in weedy prairie relicts along 
the railroads and unimproved country roads or in small rural 
cemeteries can prairie plants be found in any numbers. Several 
of the prairie species apparently have disappeared from the flora, 
and many others are now rare. The distinctive sand flora can be 
found in the sandy drift and moraines of the Iowa~ drift sheet, 
in the sandhills and "blow-outs" northeast of the Cedar River, 
and in sandy alluvium of bars, banks, flats, and terraces along 
the Iowa River. Calcicolous species are mostly limited to the out-
cropping bedrock along the larger streams. Marsh and aquatic 
species are found in Swan Lake, Lake McBride, stream margins, 
and sloughs and ox-bows along the rivers. The filling of the natural 
ponds, the draining of the marshes, and the muddying of the 
streams arid sloughs through silt eroded from the uplands have 
surely displaced several aquatics from the flora. The loss of native 
plants, however, has been more than balanced by the addition 
of perhaps 150 introduced or adve.ntive species that have become 
a part of the permanent flora. 
ANNOTATED LIST OF VASCULAR PLANTS 
Explanation of the Catalogue 
The families of vascular plants in the annotated list are arranged 
to indicate, as closely as the writer can determine from available 
information, their natural relationships. This deviation from the 
obsolete and often artificial arrangements followed by many modem 
floristic workers may seem to some botanists out of place in a 
county flora. This flora, however, has been prepared largely for 
the use of students at the University of Iowa. To these students, 
exposed in their taxonomy courses to the system taught by the' 
writer, this arrangement of families will seem more familiar than 
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the old Englerian system still used in the regional manuals recently 
published by Fernald and Gleason and in many of the state manuals 
available for the Midwest. Genera within families and species 
within genera are arranged alphabetically. 
To bring the nomenclature and recognition of taxonomic cate-
gories in line with modern usage Gray's Manual of Botany and the 
New Britton and Brown Illustrated Flora, available monographs 
· and revisions, and other recent taxonomic literature have been stud-
ied. lnfraspecific categories have been avoided except for well-de-
fined geographical varieties. These infraspecific taxa probably should 
be treated as subspecies, but inasmuch as subspecific combinations 
have not yet been made for many of them, the term variety is used 
here consistently. The only synonyms listed are those used widely 
by Iowa authors. Available popular names are given after the 
scientific names. If the same popular name is applied to several 
species in a genus, it is listed only for the first species. 
The statements of habitat are based largely on the writer's field 
experience in eastern Iowa. The location in the county of rare 
species is given approximately along with citation for each location 
of the latest collector's name and the year of collection. Naturalized 
species are indicated by an asterisk. The terms denoting frequency 
of occurrence are, with rare exceptions, based upon the following 
scale: common 10 or more recorded stations, frequent-6-9, in-
frequent-3-5, and rare 1 or 2 stations. Some species listed as rare 
or infrequent were in the past undoubtedly more frequent than 
they are today. Several species have not been collected for many 
years, and are perhaps extinct in the county. Vouchers for almost 
all of the species listed are deposited in the herbaria at Iowa City 
or Ames. Cited specimens from the Ames Herbarium are indicated 
by the officially accepted abbreviation !SC. 
INDEX To F AMILIEs 
Acanthaceae .............................. 181 Asclepiadaceae ............................ 179 
Aceraceae .................................... 168 Aspidiaceae .................................. 161 
Adoxaceae .................................... 178 Aspleniaceae ................................ 162 
Aizoaceae .................................... 170 
Alismataceae ................................ 187 Balsaminaceae .............................. 172 
Amaranthaceae ............................ 171 Berberidaceae .............................. 163 
Amaryllidaceae ............................ 191 Betulaceae .................................... 174 
Anacardiaceae ............................ 168 Bignoniacea ................................ 180 
Apocynaceae ................................ 179 Boraginaceae .............................. 181 
Araceae ........................................ 191 
Araliaceae .................................... 1 77 Campanulaceae ............................ 183 
Aristolochiaceae .......................... 163 Capparidaceae ........... : ................ 168 
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Caprifoliaceae ............................ 178 Oleaceae ...................................... 167 
Caryophyllaceae .......................... 170 Onagraceae .................................. 178. 
Celastraceae ................................ 167 Ophioglossaceae .......................... 161 
Ceratophyllacea .......................... 162 Orchidaceae ................................ 192' 
Chenopodiaceae .......................... 170 Orobanchaceae .......................... 181 
Cistaceae ...................................... 164 Osmundaceae .............................. 161 
Commelinaceae .......................... 188 Oxalidaceae ................................ 1 72 
Compositae .................................. 183 
Convolvulaceae ............................ 173 Papaveraceae .............................. 163 
Cornaceae .................................... 177 Penthoraceae ................................ 17 4 
Cruciferae .................................... 168 Phrymaceae ................................ 182 
Cucurbitaceae .............................. 164 Phytolaccaceae ............................ 169 
Cupressaceae .............................. 162 
Cyperaceae .................................. 188 
Plantaginaceae ............................ 172 
Platanaceae .................................. 173 
Polemoniaceae ............................ 172 
Dioscoreaceae .............................. 191 Polygalaceae ................................ 167 
Equisetaceae ................................ 161 
Ericaceae .................................... 167 
Euphorbiaceae ............................ 166 
Polygonaceae .............................. 171 
Pontederiaceae ............................ 188 
Portulacaceae .......................... : ... 170 
Potamogetonaceae ............. , ........ 188 
Fagaceae ...................................... 173 Primulaceae ................................ 16 7 
Pteridaceae .................................. 161 
Gentianaceae .............................. 179 
Geraniaceae ................................ 172 
Gramineae .................................... 192 
Guttiferae .................................... 164 
Ranunculaceae ............................ 162 
Rhamnaceae ................................ 178 
Rosaceae ...................................... 174 
Rubiaceae .................................... 179 
Hippocastanaceae ........................ 168 Rutaceae ...................................... 168 
Hydrangeaceae ............................ 174 Salicaceae .................................... 164 
Hydrocharitaceae ........................ 188 Salviniaceae ............. : .................. 162 
Hydrophyllaceae ........................ 181 Santalaceae .................................. 167 
Hypoxidaceae .............................. 191 Saxifragaceae .............................. 174 
Iridaceae ...................................... 191 
Scrophulariaceae ........................ 180 
Smilacaceae ................................ 191 
Juglandaceae .............................. 168 
Juncaceae .................................... 188 
Solanaceae .................................. 173 
Sparganiaceae .............................. 191 
Staphyleaceae .............................. 167 
Labiatae ...................................... 182 
Leguminosae .............................. 175 
Lemnaceae .................................. 191 
Lentibulariaceae .......................... 181 
Liliaceae ...................................... 190 
Thymelaeaceae ............................ 166 
Tiliaceae ...................................... 165 
Trilliaceae .................................. 191 
Typhaceae .................................. 191 
Linaceae ...................................... 167 Ulmaceae .................................... 165 
Lycopodiaceae ............................ 161 Umbelliferae ................................ 177 
Lythraceae .................................. 178 Urticaceae .................................. 166 
Malvaceae .................................... 165 Verbenaceae ................................ 181 
Menispermaceae .......................... 163 Violaceae .................................... 164 
Moraceae .................................... 166 Vitaceae ...................................... 178 
Nyctaginaceae ............................ 169 Zannichelliaceae .......................... 188 
Nymphaeaceae ............................ 162 Zygophyllaceae ............................ 167 
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ANNOTATED LIST OF VASCULAR PLANTS 
LYCOPODIACEAE {Club-moss Family) 
Lycopodium clavatum L. Club-moss. Upland woods; near Shueyville, R. V. 
Drexler 1950; along Muddyface Creek north of Iowa City, Shimek 1917; 
Penn Twp., Shimek and P. C. Myer!I 1897; rare. 
Lycopodium complanatum L. Upland woods; near Shueyville, Thorne 1953; 
Penn Twp., Shimek 1897; rare. 
Lycopodium lucidulum Michx. Upland woods near Shueyville, Thorne 1953; 
rare. 
EQUISETACEAE (Horsetail Family) 
Equisetum arvense L. Horsetail .. Moist woods, ro:}dsides, railroad ballast, and 
other open places, especially in sandy soil; common. 
Equisetum hiemale L. (inc. E. robustum A. Br.) Scouring-rush. Stream mar-
gins; infrequent. 
Equisetum laevigatum A. Br. (E. kansanum Schaffner) Prairie Scouring-
rush. Prairie remnants and open, sandy places; frequent. 
0PHIOGLOSSACEAE. (Adder's-tongue Family) 
Botrychium dissectum Spreng. Grape Fern. Upland woods near Shueyville, 
R. V. Drexler 1952; rare. 
Botrychium virginianum (L.) Sw. Rattlesnake Fern. Rich upland or alluvial 
woods; common. 
OsMUNDACEAE (Cinnamon Fern Family) 
Osmunda claytoniana L. Interrupted Fern. Wooded slopes and ravines; 
common. 
PTERIDACEAE {Bracken Family) 
Adiantum pedatum L. Maidenhair Fern. Wooded slopes and ravines; com-
mon. 
Cryptogramma stelleri (Gmel.) Prantl Rock-brake. Rocky ravine, Dr. 
Hobby 1880; rare. 
Pellaea atropurpurea (L.) Link. var. bUJhii Mack. (P. glabella Mett.) Cliff-
brake. Limestone ledges; infrequent. 
Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn var. latiusculum (Desv.) Underw. Bracken. 
Dry upland woods; frequent. 
AsPIDIACEAE (Shield Fern Family) 
Athyrium filix-femina (L.) Roth var.michauxii Mett. Lady Fern. Wooded 
slopes and ravines; common. 
Athyrium thelypteroides (Michx.) Desv. Silvery Spleenwort. Rich, moist, 
wooded ravines; infrequent. 
Cystopteris bulbifera (L.) Bernh. Bulbiferous Bladder Fern. Moist, rocky, 
wooded bluffs and slopes; infrequent. 
Cystopteris fragilis (L.) Bernh. Bladder Fern. Woods; common. 
Dryopteris cristata (L.) Gray Crested Shield Fern. Moist, wooded ravines; 
infrequent. 
Dryopteris spinulosa (0. F. Muell.) Watt. Spinulos Shild Fern. Wooded 
ravines; infrequent. 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris (L.) Newm. (Dryopteris disjuncta (Ledeb.) Mor-
ton) Oak Fern. Upland woods above Turkey Creek, Shimek 1892; rare. 
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Matteuccia struthiopteris (L.) Todaro (Pteretis nodulosa (Michx.) Nieuw.) 
Ostrich Fern. Moist, wooded ravines; infrequent. 
Onoclea sensibilis L. Sensitive Fern. Moist woods, especially seepage slopes; 
frequent. 
Polystichum acrostichoides (Michx.) Schott Christmas Fern. Wooded ra-
vines; infrequent. 
Thelypteris hexagonoptera (Michx.) Weatherby Broad Beech Fern. Moist, 
rich woods; northeast of North Liberty, Shimek 1913; rare. 
Thelypteris palustris Schott (Dryopteris thelypteris (L.) Gray) Marsh Fern. 
Springy places and sandy marshes; infrequent. 
Woodsia obtusa (Spreng.) Torr. Outcrops and rocky, wooded slopes; in-
frequent. 
AsPLENIACEAE (Spleenwort Family) 
Asplenium platyneuron (L.) Oakes Ebony Spleenwort. Upland woods; 
Iowa City, G. W. Martin 1951; Cou Falls, Shimek 1907; rare. 
Cainptosorus rhizophyllus (L.) Link Walking Fern. Limestone ledges and 
blocks; infrequent. 
SALVINIACEAE (Water Fern Family) 
Azolla meximana Presl Water Fern. Floating in shallow water or stranded 
on mud, abundant in Swan Lake, Thorne 1952; rare. 
CuPRESSACEAE (Cypress Family) 
Juniperus virginiana L. Red-Cedar. Bluffs, ledges, old pastures, open woods; 
common. 
NYMPHAEACEAE (Water-lily Family) 
Brasenia schreberi Gmel. Water-shield. Seedling and old leaf floating in 
Swan Lake, Thorne 1951; rare. 
*Nelumbo lutea Willd., Pers. Lotus, Water-chinquapin. McBride Lake, 
probably introduced. 
* Nymphaea tuberosa Paine Water-lily. McBride Lake, probably introduced. 
CERATOPHLLACEAE (Hornwort) Family) 
Ceratophyllum demersum L. Hornwort. Shallow water of lakes, ponds, and 
sloughs; frequent. 
RANUNCULACEAE (Buttercup Family) 
Actaea pachypoda Ell. White Baneberry. Rich woods; frequent. 
Actaea rubra (Ait.) Willd. Red Baneberry. Rich woods; frequent. 
Anemone canadensis L. Meadow Anemone. Moist, alluvial woods, stream 
margins, swales, and ditches; common. 
Anemone cylindrica Gray Thimbleweed. Prairie remnanats and sandy, open 
woods; infrequent. 
Anemone quinquefolia L. Wood anemone. Open, upland woods; frequent. 
Anemone virginiana L. Tall anemone. Open woods, thickets, prairie rem-
nants, sandy banks, and roadsides; common. 
Anemone/la thalictroides (L.) Spach Rue-anemone. Open, upland woods; 
common. 
Aquilegia canadensis L. Columbine. Limestone ledges, bluffs, and wooded 
slopes; common. 
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Caltha palustris L. Marsh-marigold, Cowslip. Seepage slopes and other 
marshy places; infrequent. 
Clematis pitcheri T. & G. Leather Flower. Sandy soils, especially along 
streams; infrequent. 
Clematis virginiana L. Virgin's Bower. Thickets and woodland margins; fre-
quent. 
H epatica acutiloba DC. Liverleaf. Calcareous, wooded slopes and bluffs; 
frequent. 
Jsopyrum biternatum (Raf.) T. & G. False Rue-anemone. Moist, alluvial 
woods; frequent. 
Ranunculus abortivus L. Small-flowered Crowfoot. Alluvial woods and 
grassy openings; common. 
*Ranunculus acris L. Tall Crowfoot. Along Iowa River, Iowa City, Shimek 
1928; rare. ' 
Ranunculus fascicularis Muhl. Early Buttercup. Prairie remnants and dry, 
upland woods; frequent. 
Ranunculus flabellaris Raf. Yellow Water Crowfoot. Muddy margins and 
shallow water of ponds and sloughs; infrequent. 
Ranunculus longirostris Godr. White Water Crowfoot. Slow streams, Iowa 
City, Macbride 1880; rare. 
Ranunculus pensylvanicus L.f. Bristly Crowfoot. Wet margin of Swan Lake 
and nearby marshy depressions in Iowan drift, Thome 1953; rare. 
Ranunculus recurvatus Poir. Moist, wooded ravines; infrequent. 
Ranunculus sceleratus L. Cursed Crowfoot. Muddy margins and shallow 
water; frequent. 
Ranunculus septentrionalis Poir. (and var. caricetorum (Greene) Fem.) 
Swamp Buttercup. Moist, alluvial woods, and open, marshy places; 
common. 
Thalictrum dasycarpum Fisch. & Lall. Meadow-rue. Prairie remnants and 
open woods; frequent. 
BERBERIDACEAE (Barberry Family) 
*Berberis thunbergii DC. Japanese Barberry. Escaped to pastures and 
woods; infrequent. 
*Berberis vulgaris L. Common Barberry. Sandy alluvium south of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1911; probably now eradicated. 
Caulophyllum thalictroides (L.) Michx. Blue Cohosh. Rich, loamy wo~ds; 
infrequent. 
Podophyllum peltatum L. Mayapple. Open woods; common. 
MENISPERMACEAE (Moonseed Family) 
Menispermum canadense L. Moonseed. Woods and thickets, especially along 
st_reams; common. 
ARISTOLOCHIACEAE ( Birthwort Family) 
Asarum canadense L. (incl. A. acuminatum (Ashe) Bickn., A. reflexum 
Bickn.) Wild-ginger. Rich, calcareous, wooded slopes and north-facing 
bluffs, and alluvial woods; frequent. · 
PAPAVERACEAE (Poppy Family) 
*Chelidonium majus L. Celandine. Rare escape in Iowa City. 
Corydalis micrantha (Engelm.) Gray Dry, sandy soils and railroad ballast; 
railroad embarkment, Coralvill, W. A. Anderson 1942; rare. 
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Dicentra cucullaria (L.) Bemh. Dutchman's Breeches. Rich, wooded slopes 
and bluffs; common. · 
Sanguinaria canadensis L. Bloodroot. Rich woods; common. 
GuTTIFERAE (St. John's-wort Family) 
H:ypericum majus (Gray) Britt. St. John's-wort. Marshy depression in Iowan 
drift, Madison Twp., Thome 1952; prairie along railroad, Hills, 
Shimek 1903; rare. 
H:ypericum mutilum L. Marshy or boggy places; infrequent. 
*H:ypericum perforatum L. Roadsides, railroads, and dry, sandy soil; 
infrequent. 
H:ypericum punctatum Lam. Prairie remnants, open woods, sandy roadsides; 
frequent. 
H:ypericum p:yramidatum Ait. Moist woods along streams; infrequent. 
H:ypericum sphaerocarpum Michx. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
CISTACEAE (Rockrose Family) 
Helianthemum bicknellii Fern. Frostweed. Dry, sandy soil; frequent. 
Lechea stricta Leggett Pinweed. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
V10LACEAE (Violet Family) 
Viola missouriensis Greene (incl. V. lucidifolia Newbro) Missouri Violet. 
Alluvial woods; frequent. 
Viola nephroph:ylla Greene Bog Violet. Along railroad east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1927; edge of creek, Iowa City, L. M. Cavanaugh 1930; rare. 
Viola papilionacea Pursh Meadow Violet. Woods, prairie remnants, and 
stream margins; common. 
Viola pedata L. Bird's-foot Violet. Grassy openings, sandy woods and 
banks; infrequent. 
Viola pedatifida G. Don Prarie Violet. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Several presumed hybrids between this spPcies and V. papilionacea 
Pursh, V. sagittata Ait., and V. sororia Willd. have been collected by 
Shimek in remnant prairies east of Iowa City and at Hills. 
Viola pens:ylvanica Michx. (incl. V. pubescens Ait.) Yellow Violet. Rich 
woods; frequent. 
Viola sagittata Ait. Arrow-leaved Violet. Prairie remnants arid grassy 
openings; infrequent. 
Viola sororia Willd. Hairy Blue Violet. Woods; common. 
CucuRBITACEAE (Gourd Family) 
Echinoc:ystis lobata (Michx.) T. & G. Wild-cucumber. Alluvial woods and 
thickets and river margins; frequent. 
Sic:yos angulatus L. One-seeded Bur-cucumber. Alluvial thickets and waste 
places; frequent. 
SALICACEAE (Willow Family) 
*Populus alba L. Silver Poplar. Occasional escape from cultivation on road-
sides; infrequent. 
Populus deltoides Marsh. Cottonwood. Wooded margins of streams and 
scattered in upland woods; very common. 
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Populus grandidentata Michx. Large-toothed Aspen. Dry, upland woods; 
common. 
Populus tremuloides Michx. Quaking Aspen. Dry upland woods; common. 
*Salix alba L. White Willow. Escaped along streams; infrequent. 
Salix amygdaloides Anderss. Peach-leaved Willow. Stream margins and 
alluvial woods; common. 
Salix candida Flugge Hoary Willow. Marshy places; Shimek 1892; rare. 
Salix discolor Muhl. Pussy Willow. Seepage slopes and marshy ravines; 
frequent. 
*Salix fragilis L. Crack Willow. Escaped along streams and in moist ground; 
frequent. 
Salix gracilis Anderss. var. textoris Fem. (S. petiolaris of Iowa authors) 
Low prairie along railroad east of Iowa City, Shimek 1925; swamp 
near Higbee's Grove, Shimek 1892; rare. 
Salix humilis Marsh. (incl. S. tristis Ait.) Prairie Willow. Prairie remnants, 
sandy banks, and roadside thickets; frequent. 
Salix interior Rowlee Sandbar Willow. Stream margins and sandbars; 
common. 
Salix nigra Marsh. Black Willow. Stream margins and alluvial woods; 
common. 
Salix rigida Muhl. (S. cordata of Iowa authors) Stream margins and other, 
moist places; common. 
Salix sericea Marsh. Silky Willow. Solon, Shimek 1895; rare. 
TxLIACEAE (Basswood Family) 
Tilia americana L. Basswood. Rich, wooded ravine slopes and bluffs; 
common. 
MALVACEAE (Mallow Family) 
* Abutilon theophrastii Medic. Velvet Leaf. Common weed of disturbed 
ground. 
* Althaea rose a Cav. Hollyhock. Infrequent escape along roadsides. 
Callirhoe involucrata (T. & G.) Gray Poppy Mallow.-Open places, New-
port Twp., Shimek 1903; rare. 
*Malva neglecta Wallr. (M. rotundifolia of Iowa authors) Cheeses. Yards, 
roadsides, and waste places; comm•m. 
Hibiscus militaris Cav. Rose Mallow. Slough 3 miles north of Iowa City, 
H. E. Fuller 1934; rare. 
*Hibiscus trionum L. Flower-of-an-hour. Roadsides, fields, and disturbed 
ground; infrequent. 
*Sida spinosa L. Prickly Mallow. Roadsides and waste places; infrequent. 
ULMACEAE (Elm Family) 
Celtis occidentalis L. Hackberry. Woods, especially along streams; common. 
Ulmus americana L. Elm. Woods, especially in bottomlands; very common. 
*Ulmus pumila L. Dwarf Elm. Occasional escape along roadsides; in-
frequent. 
Ulmus rubra Muhl. Slippery Elm. Wooded, calcareous bluffs, slopes, and 
bottoms; common. 
11
Thorne: The Flora of Johnson County, Iowa
Published by UNI ScholarWorks, 1955
166 IOWA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE [Vol. 62 
MoRACEAE (Mulberry Family) 
*Cannabis sativa L. Hemp, Marijuana. Waste places, roadsides, and dis-
turbed ground generally; common. 
*Humulus japonicus Sieb. & Zucc. Japanese Hop. Alluvial or waste places; 
infrequent. 
Humulus lupulus L. Common Hop. Alluvial ground, Turkey Creek, Shimek 
1903; rare. 
* M aclura pomifera (Raf.) Schneid. Osage-orange. Persisting in hedge 
rows and spontaneous in woods; frequent. 
*Morus alba L. White Mulberry. Common weed-tree of roadsides, waste 
places, and disturbed woods. 
Morus rubra L. Red Mulberry. Alluvial woods, especially in southern part 
of country; infrequent. 
URTICACEAE (Nettle Family) 
Boehmeria cyli71drica (L.) Sw. False-nettle. Moist, alluvial woods and 
marshy borders; infrequent. 
Laportea canadensis (L.) Wedd. Wood-nettle. Abundant in alluvial woods 
and ravine bottoms; very common. 
Parietaria pensylvanica Muhl. Pellitory. Limestone ledges and calcareous 
bluffs and slopes; common. 
Pilea pumila (L.) Gray Clearweed. Moist, alluvial woods and seepage 
slopes; common. 
Urtica dioica L. var. procera (Muhl.) Wedd. Stinging Nettle. Alluvial 
woods and waste places; very common. 
EuPHORBIACEAE (Spurge Family) 
Acalypha rhomboidea Raf. Three-seeded Mercury. Open woods, stream 
banks, roadsides, and waste places; common. 
Acalypha virginica L. Weed of disturbed ground and dry, open places; 
infrequent. 
Croton glandulosus L. var. septentrionalis Muell. Arg. Dry, sandy soil; 
infrequent. 
Euphorbia corollata L. Flowering Spurge. Prairie remnants and dry, sandy 
soil; frequent. 
*Euphorbia cyparissias L. Cypress Spurge. Rare escape on roadsides; Penn 
Twp., Shimek 1895. 
Euphorbia dentata Michx. Along railroad. east of Iowa City, .Scott Twp., 
Thome 1952; rare. Perhaps not distinct from E. heterophylla L. 
Euphorbia dictyosperma Fisch. & Mey. Dry sandy soil; ISC; rare. 
Euphorbia geyeri Engelm. Dry, sandy soil, Cedar Twp., Thome 1953; rare. 
Euphorbia glyptosperma Englem. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Euphorbia heterophylla L. Wild Poinsettia. Open woods and sandy or 
rocky places; infrequent. · · 
Euphorbia maculata L. Spotted Spurge. Common weed of roadsides, railroad 
ballast, dry fields, and sandy soil. 
Euphorbia supina Raf. Milk-purslane. Common weed of roadsides, railroad 
ballast, dry, sandy soil, and disturbed ground. 
THYMELAEACEAE ( Oleaster Family) 
Dirca palustris L. Leatherwood, Wicopy. Rich, wooded, north-facing bluff 
along Turkey Creek, Thome 1954; along Sanders Creek, Shimek 1899; 
rare. 
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ERICACEAE (Heath Family) 
Monotropa uniflora L. Indian Pipe. Rich woods; infrequent. 
167 
Pyrola elliptica Nutt. Shinleaf. Upland woods; Gou Falls, Shimek 1917; 
Iowa City, Macbride; rare. 
PRIMULACiiAE (Primrose Family) 
Androsace occidentalis Pursh Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Dodecatheon meadia L. Shooting Star. Prairie remnants, ridges, and open-
ings; infrequent. 
Lysimachia ciliata L. Fringed Loosestrife. Marshy places, prairie openings, 
and moist thickets; frequent. 
* Lysimachia clethroides Duby Loosestrife. Rare escape from cultivation 
in Iowa City. 
Lysimachia hybrida Michx. (Steironema lanceolatum (Walt.) Gray) Marshy 
places; infrequent. 
* Lysimachia nummularia L. Moneywort. Moist bottomland woods; in-
frequent. 
* Lysimachia punctata L. Loosestrife. Rare escape from cultivation in Iowa 
City. 
Lysimachia quadriflora Sims Marshy or boggy places; infrequent. 
Lysimachia terrestris (L.) BSP. Yellow Loosestrife. Marshy places; in-
frequent. 
Lysimachia thyrsiflora L. Tufted Loosestrife. Marshy depressions in Iowan 
drift, Madison Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
CELASTRACEAE (Bittersweet Family) 
Celastrus scandens L. Bittersweet. Thickets, fencerows, rocky ledges, open 
woods; common. 
Euonymus atropurpureus Jacq, Wahoo. Banks, bluffs, and alluvial woods; 
common. 
STAPHYLEACEAE (Bladder Nut Family) 
Staphylea trifolia L. Bladder Nut. Wooded slopes and bluffs, rocky ledges; 
frequent. 
0LEACEAE (Olive Family) 
Fraxinus americana L. White Ash. Wooded slopes and bluffs; frequent. 
Fraxinus nigra Marsh. Black Ash. Bluffs and slopes along streams; in· 
frequent. 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Marsh. (incl. F. lanceolata Borkh.) Green Ash, 
Red Ash. Alluvial woods and stream and pond margins; common. 
SANTALACEAE (Sandalwood Family) 
Comandra richardsiana Fern. Bastard-toadflax. Prairie remnants and grassy 
openings; frequent. 
LINACEAE (Flax Family) 
Linum sulcatum Riddell Prairie along railroad east of Iowa City, Shimek 
1917; rare. 
ZYGOPHYLLACEAE (Caltrop Family) 
*Tribulus terrestris L. Caltrop, Puncture-vine. Campus, Iowa City, Clarke 
Paris 1935; rare. 
PoLYGALACEAE (Milkwort Family) 
Poly gala incarnata L. Milkwort. Dry, sandy prairie; Shimek 1885; rare. 
Polygala sanguinea L. Purple Milkwort. Prairie remnants and openings; 
infrequent. 
Polygala senega L. Seneca Snakeroot. Prairie remnants, grassy ridges and 
bluffs, and open woods; infrequent. 
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Polygala verticillata L. Milkwort. Prairie remnants and other dry, open 
places; infrequent. 
RuTACEAE (Rue Family) 
Ptelea trifoliata L. Wafer-ash, Hop Tree. Sandy woodland borders; Mary 
Linder 1889; rare. 
Xanthoxylum americanum Mill. Prickly-ash. Thickets, open woods and 
borders; common. 
ANACARDIACEAE (Cashew Family) 
Rhus aromatica Ait. Aromatic Sumac. Sandy roadsides, Cedar Twp., Thome 
1953; rare. 
Rhus glabra L. Smooth Sumac. Thickets, old pastures, prairie openings, and 
woodland margins; very common. 
Rhus radicans L. Poison-ivy, Poison-oak. Woods, banks, roadsides, stream 
margins; very common. 
HIPPOCASTANACEAE (Horse-chestnut Family) 
Aesculus glabra Willd. Buckeye. Woods along Iowa River 3 miles north of 
Iowa City, L. W. Zell 1~50; rare. 
AcERACEAE (Maple Family) 
Acer negundo L. Box-elder. Alluvial woods; common. Also a weed-t~e in 
old pastures and open woods generally. 
Acer saccharin um L. Soft Maple, Silver Maple. Alluvial woods; common. 
Acer saccharum Marsh. (incl. A. nigrum Michx. f.) Sugar Maple, Hard 
Maple, Black Maple. Rich, wooded ravine slopes and north-facing 
bluffs; common. 
JuGLANDACEAE (Walnut Family) 
Carya cordiformis (Wang.) K. Koch Bitternut. Wooded slopes and bluffs; 
common. 
Carya laciniosa (Michx.) Loud. Kingnut, Big Shellbark. Bottomland forest 
along Iowa River; rare. 
Carya ovata (Mill.) K. Koch Shagbark Hickory. Dry, upland woods; 
common. 
/uglans cinerea L. Butternut. Wooded slopes and bluffs; common. 
]uglans nigra L. Black Walnut. Woods, especially along streams; common. 
CAPPARIDACEAE (Caper Family) 
Polanisia graveolens Raf. (incl. P. trachysperma T. & G.) Clammyweed. 
· Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
CauCIFERAE (Mustard Family) 
*Alyssum alyssoides L. Sweet Alyssum. Along railroad east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1919; rare escape. 
Arabis canadensis L. Sickle-pod. Rocky, wooded slopes; infrequent. 
Arabis drummondii Gray Rock Cress. Limestone ledges; infrequent. 
Arabis glabra (L.) Bemh. Tower Mustard. Roadsides and thickets; in-
frequent. 
Arabis hirsuta (L.) Scop. var. pycnocarpa (M. Hopkins) Rollins Rock 
Cress. Limestone ledges; infrequent. 
Arabis perstellata E. L. Br. var. shortii Fem. Rich moist woods; infrequent. 
*Armoracea rusticana Gaertn. Horse-radish. Roadside ditches, railroads, and 
waste places; frequent. 
*Barbarea vulgaris R. Br. Yellow-rocket, Winter Cress. Pastures, roadsides, 
railroads, and fields; common. 
14
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science, Vol. 62 [1955], No. 1, Art. 20
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol62/iss1/20
1955] JOHNSON COUNTY FLORA 169 
*Berteroa incana (L.) DC. Hoary Alyssum. Roadsides and waste places; 
infrequent. 
* Brassica kaber (DC.) L. C. Wheeler Charlock. Common weed of road-
sides, railroads, and waste places. 
* Brassica nigra- · ( L.) Koch Black Mustard-: Infrequent· weed of waste places 
and railroad ballast. 
*Camelina microcarpa Andrz. False-flax. Railroad ballast east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1913 ; rare. 
*Capsella bursa,.pasJ.oris (L.) Medic. Shepherd's-Purse. Common weed of 
roadsides, railroads, waste places, and disturbed ground generally. 
Cardamine bulbosa (Schreb.) BSP. Spring Cress. Marshy woods and seep-
age slopes; infrequent. 
Cardamine douglassii (Torr.) Britt. Purple Cress. Alluvial woods; in-
frequent. 
Cardamine parviflora L. var arenicola (Britt.) 0. E. Schulz Sandy soil; 
Shimek 1894; Iowa City, Mary Linder; rare. 
Cardamine pensylvanica Muhl. Open, usually poorly-drained, woods; in-
frequent. 
*Conringia orientalis (L.) Dumort Hare's-ear Mustard. Railroad embank-
ment east of Iowa City, Shimek 1927; rare. 
Dentaria laciniata Muhl. Toothwort. Rich, moist, alluvial woods; frequent. 
Descurainia pinnata (Walt.) Britt. var. brachycarpa (Rich.) Fem. Tansy 
Mustard. Dry railroad embankments and sandy roadsides; infrequent. 
Draba reptans (Lam.) Fern. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
*Erysimum cheiranthoides L. Wormseed Mustard. Open woods and thickets; 
frequent. 
*Hesperis matronalis L. Dame's Rocket. Escaped on roadsides; infrequent. 
Iodanthus pinnatifidus (MichJli.) Steud. Alluvial ground, Newport Twp., 
Shimek 1904 (ISC); rare. 
* Lepidium campestre (L.) R. Br. Cow Cress. Infrequent weed of pastures, 
railroad ballast, and waste places. 
*Lepidium densiflorum Schrad. Peppergrass. Common weed of roadsides, 
railroad ballast, and waste places. 
Lepidium virginicum L. Poor-man's Pepper. Infrequent weed of roadsides, 
railroad ballast, and waste places. 
*Neslia paniculata (L.) Desv. Ball Mustard. Rare weed; Iowa City, M. P. 
Somes 1908 ( ISC). 
Rorippa islandica (Oeder) Borbas Marsh Cress. Muddy ·margins and 
sloughs; common. 
Rorippa sessiliflora (Nutt.) Hitchc. Muddy stream margins; frequent. 
*Rorippa sylvestris (L.) Bess. Creeping Yellow Cress. Margins of Iowa 
River at Iowa City; infrequent. 
*Sisymbrium altissimum L. Tumble Mustard. Frequent weed of railroad 
ballast and waste places. 
*Sisymbrium officinale (L.) Scop. Hedge Mustard. Common weed of 
roadsides, railroads, and waste places. 
*Thlaspi arvt1nse L. Penny Cress. Frequent weed of railroad ballast, road-
sides, and waste places. 
PHYTOLACCACEAE (Pokeweed Family) 
*Phytolacca americana L. Pokeweed. Dumps and other waste places; in-
frequent and apparently not indigenous in the county. 
NYCTAGINACEAE (Four-o'clock Family) 
Mirabilis nyctaginea (Michx.) MacM. Wild Four-o'clock. Railroad bailast, 
roadsides, and waste places; common. 
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ArzoACEAE (Carpet-weed Family) 
* Mollugo verticillata L. Carpet-weed. Roadsides, railroad ballast, stream 
margins and bars, and cultivated fields, especially in sandy soil; common. 
PORTULACACEAE (Purslane Family) 
Claytonia virginica L. Spring Beauty. Moist, rich woods; common. 
*Portulaca oleracea L. Purslane. Common weed of roadsides, waste places, 
and cultivated ground. 
CARYOPHYLLACEAE (Pink Family) 
* Agrostemma githago L. Corn Cockle. Rare weed; Mary Linder; now 
probably extinct. 
A renaria lateriflora L. Sand wort. Woods; infrequent. 
Cerastium nutans Raf. Chickweed. Moist, wooded slopes and open places; 
infrequent. 
*Cerastium vulgatum L. Common Mouse-ear Chickweed. Wooded slopes, 
banks, and grassy places; common. 
*Dianthus armeria L. Deptford Pink. Infrequent weed of pastures. 
* Lychnis alba Mill. White Campion or Cockle. Common weed of roadsides 
and waste places. 
Paronychia canadensis (L.) Wood Forked Chickweed. Open woods; Iowa 
City, A. Hitchcock; rare. 
Paronychia fastigiata (Raf.) Fern. Sandy soil; Penn Twp., Shimek 1895; 
rare. 
*Saponaria ofticinalis L. Bouncing Bet. Common weed of roadsides and 
waste places. 
Silene antirrhina L. Sleepy Catchfly. Roadsides, railroad ballast, waste 
places, and dry, sandy soil; common. 
*Silene dichotoma Ehrh. Catchfly. Fields and waste places at Lake Mc-
Bride, F. J. Loufek 1938 (ISC); rare. 
*Silene cucubalus Wibel Bladder Campion. Iowa City; Thorne 1950; and 
sandy ditch near Swan Lake, Thorne 1951 ; rare. 
Silene nivea (Nutt.) Otth. Snowy Campion. Newport Twp., Shimek 1904 
(ISC); rare. 
Silene stellata (L.) Ait. f. Starry Campion. Woods, thickets, prairie rem-
nants, and sandy soil; frequent. 
Ste Ilaria longifolia Muhl. Stitchwort. Grassy, open woods and swales; in-
frequent. 
*Stellaria media (L.) Cyrille Common Chickweed. Common weed of yards, 
sidewalks, gardens, and waste places. 
CHENOPODIACEAE ( Goosefoot Family) 
Atriplex patula L. Orach. Waste places and stream margins; frequent. 
*Chenopodium album L. Lamb's-quarters. Common weed of roadsides, 
stream banks, waste places, and woodland margins. 
*Chenopodium ambrosioides L. Mexican-tea, Wormseed. Waste places in 
Iowa City; infrequent. 
*Chenopodium botrys L. Jerusalem-oak. Roadside and garden weed in Iowa 
City, Shimek 1930; rare. 
*Chenopodium bushianum Aellen ( C. paganum of authors) Weedy margin 
of Iowa River, Iowa City, Thorne 1952; rare. 
*Chenopodium capitatum (L.) Aschers. Strawberry Blite. Freshly disturbed 
ground, Iowa City, M. J. Fay 1951; rare. 
Chenopodium gigantospermum Aellen ( C. hybrid um of American authors) 
Maple-leaved Goosefoot. Waste places, roadsides, disturbed woods, and 
thickets; common. 
*Chenopodium glaucum L. Rare weed of railroad ballast and river sand 
bars in the Iowa City vicinity; Shimek 1922. 
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Chenopodium leptophyllum Nutt. Dry, sandy soil; frequent. 
*Chenopodium polyspermum L. Weed, Newport Twp., Shimek 1902; rare. 
Chenopodium standleyanum Aellen (C. boscianum of authors) Open woods; 
infrequent. 
Cycloloma atriplicifolium {Spreng.) Coult. Winged Pigweed. Dry, sandy 
soil; infrequent. 
*Kochia scoparia (L.) Roth Summer-cypress. Waste places, railroad ballast, 
and roadsides; frequent. 
*Salsola kali L. var. tenuifolia G. F. W. Mey. Russian-thistle. Railroad 
ballast and dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
AMARANTHACEAE (Amaranth Family) 
Amaranthus albus L. Tumbleweed. Common weed of waste places, roadsides, 
railroad ballast, and stream margins. 
Amaranthus graecizans L. (A. blitoides S. Wats.) Prostrate Pigweed. Com-
mon weed of waste places, railroad ballast, barn yards, and roadsides. 
*Amaranth us hybridus L. Pigweed. Infrequent weed of gardens and other 
disturbed ground. 
*Amaranthus retroflexus L. Pigweed. Very common weed of cultivated 
fields, roadsides, and waste places. 
Amaranthus tamaricinus Nutt. (Acnida tamariscina {Nutt.) Wood) Water-
hemp. Stream margins and marshy places; common. 
Amaranthus tuberculatus (Moq.) J. D. Sauer (Acnida altissima Riddell and 
var. subnuda (S. Wats.) (Fern.) Water-hemp. Stream margins and 
marshy places; common. 
Froelichia floridana (Nutt.) Moq. (incl. F. campestris Small, F. gracilis 
(Hook.) Moq.) Cottonweed. Dry, sandy soil and railroad ballast; 
,infrequent. 
PoLYGONACEAE (Buckwheat Family) · 
(*Fagopyrum esculentum Moench. Buckwheat. Occasionally escaping to 
railroad ballast and waste places, but apparently not persisting long.) 
Polygonum amphibium L. (incl. P. hartwrightii Gray) Water Smartweed. 
Sandy alluviam along Iowa River, Iowa City, Thorne 1955; rare. 
*Polygonum aviculare L. (incl. P. neglectum Bess.) Knotweed. Common 
weed of ya:rds, roadsides, and waste places. 
Polygonum coccineum Muhl. (P. muhlenbergii (Meisn.) S. Wats.) Water 
Smartweed. Shallow water and marshy places; frequent. 
*Polygonum convolvulus L. Black Bindweed. Common weed of roadsides, 
railroads, stream margins, and thickets. 
*Polygonum cuspidatum Sieb. & Zucc. Japanese-bamboo. Escaped on road-
sides in Iowa City; infrequent. 
Polygonum erectum L. Erect Knotweed. Roadsides and trampled ground; 
infrequent. 
Polygonum hydropiper L. Water-pepper, Smartweed. Marshy places; in-
frequent. 
Polygonum lapathifolium L. Pale Smartweed. Moist stream and pond mar-
gins and waste places; common. 
*Polygonum orientale L. Kiss-me-over-the-garden-gate. Waste places; infre-
quent. 
Polygonum pensylvanicum L. Pinkweed. Moist margins, roadsides, waste 
places; common. 
*Polygonum persicaria L. Lady's Thumb. Common weed of roadsides, waste 
places, and stream margins. 
Polygonum punctatum Ell. Water Smartweed. Marshy places and stream 
margins; common. 
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Polygonum ramosissimum Michx. Bushy Knotweed. Prairie remnants; in-
frequent. 
Polygonum sagittatum L. Tear-thumb. Marshes; infrequent. 
Polygonum scandens L. Climbing False-buckwheat. Roadsides, railroads, 
hedges, thickets, and stream margins; common. 
Polygonum tenue Michx. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Polygonum uirginianum L. Jumpseed. Moist woods; frequent. 
*Rumex acetosella L. Sheep-sorrel. Dry, sandy soil, railroad ballast, and 
waste places; common. 
Rumex altissimus Wood Pale Dock. Stream margins, roadside ditches, and 
marshy places; common. 
* Rumex eris pus L. Curly Dock. Common weed of roadsides, railroad ballast, 
ditches, stream banks, and waste places. 
Rumex mexicanus Meisn. Low ground along railroad east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1909; apparently rare. 
* Rumex obtusifolius L. Bitter Dock. Rare weed; A. S. Hitchcock. 
Rumex orbiculatus Gray Water Dock. Marshes; Iowa City, A. S. Hitch-
cock; rare. · 
Rumex uerticillatus L. Swamp Dock. Stream margins and sloughs; frequent. 
GERANIACEAE (Geranium Family) 
Geranium carolinianum L. Cranesbill. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Geranium maculatum L. Wild Cranesbill. Woods; common. 
0XALIDACEAE (Wood-sorrel Family) 
*Oxalis corniculata L. Creeping Wood-sorrel. Greenhouse weed. 
Oxalis europaea Jord. Lady's-sorrel. Prairie remnants and sandy roadsides; 
frequent. 
Oxalis stricta L. Lady's-sorrel. Open, grassy or weedy places; common. 
Oxalis uiolacea L. Violet Wood-sorrel. Prairie remnants and grassy ridges; 
infrequent. 
BALSAMINACEAE (Touch-me-not Family) 
Impatiens biflora Walt. (Perhaps I. capensis Meerb.) Touch-me-not. Moist 
woods and marshy places; common. 
Impatiens pallida Nutt. Pale Touch-me-not. Moist woods; common. 
PoLEMONIACEAE (Phlox Family) 
*Collomia linearis Nutt. Railroad ballast east of Iowa City, Shimek 1928; 
rare. 
*Cilia rubra (L.) Heller Standing·cypress. Sandy soil near railroad and 
airport south of Iowa City, Aron Laipple and Vishnu Bhatia 1947; rare 
escape. 
Phlox diuaricata L. Blue Phlox. Rich, alluvial woods; common. 
Phlox maculata L. Wild Sweet William. River banks, Iowa City, Macbride 
1880; Wiehl's Bog southeast of North Liberty, Shimek 1928; rare. 
*Phlox paniculata L. Perennial Phlox. Infrequent escape from gardens in 
Iowa City. 
Phlox pilosa L. Prairie Phlox. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Polemonium reptans L. Jacob's Ladder. Woods; common. 
PLANTAGINACEAE (Plantain Family) 
Plantago aristata Michx. Long-bracted Plantain. Railroad ballast and dry, 
sandy soil; frequent. 
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* Plantago lanceolata L. Rib-grass. Yards, gardens, and waste places; in-
frequent. 
*Plantago major L. Common Plantain. Frequent weed of roadsides, rail-
roads, paths, and yards. 
Plant ago purshii R. & S. Dry, sandy soil and railroad ballast; infrequent. 
Plantago rugelii Dene. Plantain. Common weed of roadsides, paths, yards, 
and waste places. 
CoNVOLVULACEAE (Morning Glory Family) 
*Convolvulus arvensis L. Creeping Jenny, European Bindweed. Infrequent 
weed of railroads and waste places. 
Convolvulus sepium L. Wild-morning-glory, Hedge Bindweed. Common 
weed of roadsides, railroads, fence rows, fields, and stream margins. 
Cuscuta cephalanthi Engelm. Dodder. On Salix, T. S. Macbride; rare. 
Cuscuta glomerata Choisy On tall herbs in marshy places; Penn Twp., 
Shimek 1895; Iowa City, Mary Linder; rare. 
Cuscuta polygonorum Engelm. Moist margins of streams and ponds, usually 
on Polygonum, Lycopus, Bidens, and Xanthium; infrequent. 
*Ipomoea coccinea L. Red Morning Glory. Infrequent escape in waste 
places. 
*Ipomoea hederacea (L.) Jacq. Waste places, especially along streams; 
infrequent. 
Ipomoea pandurata (L.) G. F. W. Mey. Wild-potato-vine, Man-of-the-
earth. Prairie ridge, Turkey Creek, Shimek 1905; rare. 
*Ipomoea purpurea (L.) Roth Morning Glory. Infrequent escape in 
waste places and along streams. 
SoLANACEAE (Nightshade Family) 
* Datura stramonium L. Jimsonweed. Frequent weed of hog-lots, pastures, 
and waste places. 
* Lycium halimifolium Mill. Matrimony Vine. Occasional escape; Iowa City,. 
Shimek 1891. 
Physalis heterophylla Ness Ground-cherry. Prairie remnants, roadsides, and 
dry, sandy soil generally; common. 
Physalis longifolia Nutt. (incl. P. subglabrata M. & B.) Roadsides, railroads, 
and thickets; frequent. 
Physalis virginiana Mill. Prairie remnants, roadsides, and sandy fields; 
frequent. 
*Solanum carolinense L. Horse-nettle. Weed of roadsides, pastures, and 
sandy or waste places; common. 
*Solanum dulcamara L. European-bittersweet. Frequent weed of waste 
places and alluvial thickets. 
*Solanum nigrum L. (incl. S. americanum Mill.) Black Nightshade. Open 
woods, waste places, gardens, and ·other disturbed ground; common. 
*Solanum rostratum Dunal. Buffalo-bur. Infrequent weed of hog-lots, hog-
pastures, and waste places. 
(*Solanum capsicastrum Link False Jerusalem-cherry. On dump, Iowa. 
City, Clarke Paris 1930; probably not persisting.) 
PLATANACEAE (Plane-tree Family) 
Platanus occidentalis L. Sycamore. Alluvial woods, especially along the· 
Iowa River; common. 
FAGACEAE (Beech Family) 
Quercus albd L. White Oak. Woods; very common. 
Quercus bicolor Willd. Swamp White Oak. Alluvial woods along Iowa 
River, mostly in the southernmost townships; infrequent. 
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Quercus imbricaria Michx. Shingle Oak. Frequent in alluvial woods along 
the Iowa River from Hills southward. 
Quercus macrocarpa Michx. Bur Oak. Open woods, both upland and 
alluvial; very common. 
Quercus muehlenbergii Engelm. Chestnut Oak, Yellow Oak. Wooded, 
rocky, calcareous bluffs and slopes; infrequent. 
Quercus palustris Muenchh. Pin Oak. Frequent in alluvial woods along the 
Iowa River from Hills southward. 
Quercus rubra L. Red Oak. Wooded ridges, bluffs, and slopes; very common. 
Quercus velutina Lam. Black Oak. Open, upland or sandy, alluvial woods; 
common. 
BETULACEAE (Birch Family) 
Betula nigra L. River Birch. Woods, especially along streams; common. 
Carpinus caroliniana Walt. Blue-beech, Hornbeam. Wooded, rocky, calcar-
eous bluffs and slopes; infrequent. 
Corylus americana Walt. Hazelnut. Upland thickets and woods; common. 
Ostrya virginiana (Mill.) K. Koch Hop Hornbeam, Ironwood. Wooded 
ridges and slopes; common. 
HYDRANGEACEAE (Hydrangea Family) 
Ribes americanum Mill. Wild Black Currant. Moist, wooded ravines and 
alluvial woods; infrequent. 
Ribes cynosbati L. Prickly Gooseberry. Rocky, calcareous, slopes and bluffs; 
frequent. 
Ribes missouriense Nutt. Wild Gooseberry. Open woods and pastures; 
common. 
PENTHORACEAE (Ditch-stonecrop Family) 
Penthorum sedoides L. Ditch-stonecrop. Marshy places and wet ditches; 
common. 
SAXIFRAGACEAE (Saxifrage Family) 
Heuchera richardsonii R. Br. (H. hispida of Iowa authors) Alum Root. 
Prairie remnants and openings and sandy soils; frequent. 
Mitella diphylla L. Mitrewort. Wooded, rocky slopes and bluffs; infrequent. 
Parnassia glauca Raf. Grass-of-Parnassus. Mary Linder 1889; rare~ 
Saxifraga pensylvanica L. Swamp Saxifrage. Moist ravine bottoms and 
seepage slopes; infrequent. 
RosACEAE (Rose Family) 
Agrimonia gryposepala Wallr. Agrimony. Woods and thickets; frequent. 
Agrimonia pubescens Wallr. Open woods and thickets; common. 
Amelanchier arborea (Michx. f.) Fem. Juneberry, Service Berry, Shadbush. 
Wooded, rocky bluffs and banks; frequent. 
Crataegus calpodendron (Ehrh.) Medic. Hawthorn. Open, calcareous slopes 
and bottoms; frequent. 
Crataegus crus-galli L. Coqkspur Thom. Open, alluvial woods and pas-
tures; frequent. 
Crataegus margaretta Ashe Old Pastures, open woods, and thickets; com-
mon. 
Crataegus mollis (T. & G.) Scheele Old pastures, open woods, and thick-
ets; common. 
Fragaria vesca L. var. americana Porter Woodland Strawberry. Wooded, 
rocky bluffs and slopes; infrequent. 
Fragaria virginiana Duchesne Wild Strawberry. Open woods, prairie rem-
nants, and pastures; common. 
Geum canadense Jacq. White Avens. Woods and thickets; common. 
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Geum laciniatum Murr. Rough Avens. Alluvial woods and marshy ground; 
infrequent. 
Physocarpus opulifolius (L.) Maxim. var. intermedius (ram.) Robins. 
Ninebark. Rocky slopes and ledges, Turkey Creek, Shimek 1907 _; rare. 
Potentilla arguta Pursh Prairie Cinquefoil. Prairie remnants and dry, sandy 
soil; infrequent. 
Potentilla millegrana Engelm. Moist pond margins; Swan Lake, Shimek 
1931; rare. 
Potentilla norvegica L. (P. monspeliensis ram.) Rough Cinquefoil. Road-
sides, pastures, and waste places; common. 
«·Potentilla recta L. Sulfur Cinquefoil. Pastures, roadsides, open woods, 
and waste places; frequent. 
Potentilla simplex Michx. Cinquefoil. Pastures and open grassy woods; 
frequent. 
Prunus americana Marsh. Wild Plum. Woods, thickets, fence rows, and 
old pastures; common. 
Prunus serotina Ehrh. Black Cherry. Woods and fepce rows; common. 
Prunus virginiana L. Choke Cherry. Rocky bluffs and ledges, thickets, and 
woodland borders; common. -
*Pyrus communis L. Pear. Occasional escape on wooded roadsides and in 
open woods; infrequent. 
Pyrus ioensis (Wood) Bailey Crab Apple. Old pastures, thickets, open 
woods; common. 
*Pyrus malus L. Apple. Occasionally persistent or escaped on wooded road-
sides, old pastures, and open slopes; infrequent. 
Rosa arkansana Porter var. suffulta (Greene) Cockerell Prairie Rose. 
Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Rosa blanda Ait. Wood Rose. Wooded slopes and borders, roadsides, and 
sandy prairie; common. 
Rosa carolina L. Prairie remnants, roadsides, sandy banks and flats, open 
woods and borders; common. A presumed hybrid between R. carolina L. 
and R. arkansana suffulta (Greene) Cockerell was collected in prairie 
along railroad east of Iowa City, Shimek 1919. 
*Rosa eglanteria L. Sweet-brier. Occasional escape to upland woods and 
thickets along railroads. 
Rub us allegheniensis Porter (incl. R. ostryifolius Rydb.) Blackberry. Thic-
kets, open woods and borders, old pastures; common. 
Rubus flagellaris Willd. Dewberry. Thickets, especially on dry, sandy soil; 
infrequent. 
Rubus occidentalis L. Black Raspberry. Thickets, woodland borders, old 
pastures; common. 
Spiraea alba Du Roi Meadowsweet. Swales and other open, marshy places; 
frequent. 
LEGUMINOSAE (Legume Family) 
Amorpha canescens Pursh Leadplant. Prairie remnants, openings, and dry 
soil; frequent. 
Amorpha fruticosa L. False-indigo. Stream banks and wet margins; common. 
Amphicarpa bracteata (L.) Fern. (incl. A. pitcheri T & G.) Hog-peanut. 
woods, thickets, prairie remnants and openings; common. 
Apios americana Medic. Groundnut. Marshy places, borders, and thickets; 
frequent. 
Astragalus canadensis L. Milk-vetch. Prairie remnants, roadsides, and other· 
open places; infrequent. 
Baptisia leucantha T. & G. Wild-indigo. Prairie remnants, roadsides; in-
frequent. 
Baptisia leucophaea Nutt. Prairie remnants; Iowa City, Macbride 1880; rare. 
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Cassia marilandica L. Wild Senna. Moist, sandy, alluvial soil near streams; 
infrequent. 
Cercis canadensis L. Redbud. Commonly planted, especially in parks, and 
reputed to be indigenous in Fremont Twp. (Somes); Shimek 1891; rare. 
Chamaecrista fasciculata (Michx.) Greene Patridge-pea. Dry roadsides and 
dry, sandy soil; common. 
Crotalaria sagittalis L. Rattle-box. Prairie remnants and openings, and dry, 
sandy soil; infrequent. 
Dalea alopecuroidea Willd. Pink Dalea. T. J. Fitzpatrick 1894; rare. 
Desmodium canadense (L.) DC. Tick Trefoil. Prairie remn.ants and open-
ings; infrequent. 
Desmodium canescens (L.) DC. Thickets and open woods; infrequent. 
Desmodium cuspidatum (Muhl.) Loud. Open woods and borders; infrequent. 
Desmodium dillenii Dari. Thickets and open woods; infrequent. 
Desmodium glutinosum (Muhl.) Wood Woods; common. 
Desmodium illinoense Gray Prairie remnants and openings; infrequent. 
Desmodium nudzflorum (L.) DC. Rich woods; infrequent. 
Desmodium paniculatum (L.) DC. Woods north of Iowa City, Shimek 1899; 
rare. 
Gleditsia triacanthos L. Honey Locust. Old pastures, open woods, and al-
luvial forest; common. 
Gymnocladus dioica (L.) K. Koch Kentucky Coffee-tree. Wooded slopes 
and bluffs, especially along the Iowa River; infrequent. 
Lathyrus palustris L. Vetchling. Prairie remnants and rich, alluvial woods; 
infrequent. 
Lespedeza capitata Michx. Bush-clover. Prairie remnants and dry, sandy 
soil; common. 
* Lespedeza stipulacea Maxim. Korean Lespedeza. Sandy field and roadside, 
Cedar Twp., Thome 1953; rare. 
Lespedeza violacea (L.) Pers. Bush-clover. Dry, upland woods and borders 
and prairie ridges; infrequent. 
* M edicago · lupulina L. Black Medick. Common weed of roadsides, rail-
roads, and waste places. 
*Medicago sativa L. Alfalfa. Railroads, roadsides, and fields; infrequent. 
*Melilotus alba Desr. White Sweet-clover. Railroads, roadsides, and waste 
places; common. 
* M elilotus ofticinalis (L.) Lam. Yellow sweet-clover. Roadsides, railroads, 
and waste places; common. 
Petalostemon candidus (Willd.) Michx. White Prairie-clover. Prairie rem-
nants and dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Petalostemon purpureus (Vent.) Rydb. Purple Prairie-clover. Prairie rem-
nants; infrequent. 
*Robinia pseudo-acacia L. Black Locust. Escaped in disturbed woods; com-
mon. 
Strophostyles helvola (L.) Ell. Wild Bean. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Strophostyles leiosperma (T. & G.) Piper Wild Bean. Dry, sandy soil and 
railroad ballast; infrequent. ' 
Tephrosia virginiana (L.) Pers. Catgut, Goat's-rue. Penn Twp., Shimek 
1895; rare. 
'*Trifolium arvense L. Rabbit-foot Clover. Along railroad east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1925; rare. 
'*Trifolium hybridum L. Alsike Clover. Roadside.:;, railroad ballast, and 
other weedy places; infrequent. 
'*Trifolium pratense L. Red Clover. Roadsides, railroad ballast, and waste 
places; common. 
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*Trifalium pracumbens L. Low Hop Clover. Pastures, yards, and waste 
places; infrequent. 
Trifalium reflexum L. Buffalo Clover. Sandy soil; Iowa City, Mary Linder; 
rare. 
*Trifalium repens L. White Clover. Roadsides, pastures, lawns, and other 
grassy places; common. 
*Vicia villasa Roth Vetch. Escaped on roadsides and along railroads; in-
frequent. 
CoRNACEAE (Dogwood Family) 
Camus altemifalia L. f. Alternate-leaved Dogwood. Rich, wooded ravine 
slopes and bluffs: common. 
Camus drummandii Meyer (C. asperifalia of Iowa authors) Rough-leaved 
Dogwood. Moist woods and thickets along streams; common. 
Camus abliqua Raf. (C. amamum of Iowa authors) Silky Dogwood. Moist 
woods and wet margins; infrequent. 
Camus racemasa Lam. ( C. paniculata L'Her., C. candidissima Marsh.) 
Gray Dogwood. Open, upland woods, thickets, and roadsides; common. 
Camus rugasa Lam. (C. circinata L'Her.) Speckled Dogwood, Round-
leaved Dogwood. Limestone ledges and rocky slopes; infrequent. 
ARALIACEAE (Ginseng Family) 
Aralia nudicaulis L. Wild-sarsaparilla. Wooded bluffs and slopes; frequent. 
Aralia racemasa L. Spikenard. Rich woods; infrequent. 
Panax quinquefalius L. Ginseng. Rich woods; infrequent. 
UMBELLIFERAE (Parsley Family) 
* Anethum gravealens L. Dill. Weedy escape near garden patch, Iowa City, 
Thorne 1950; rare. 
Chaeraphyllum pracumbens (L.) Crantz Chervil. Moist, alluvial woods; 
common. 
Cicuta maculata L. Water-hemlock. Marshes; common. 
*Canium maculatum L. Poison-hemlock. Infrequent weed of vacant lots and 
waste places. 
Cryptataenia canadensis (L.) DC. Honewort. Woods; common. 
*Daucus carata L. Wild Carrot, Queen Anne's Lace. Roadside weed; fre-
quent. 
Eryngium yuccif alium Michx. Button Snakeroot. Remnants of moist prairie; 
infrequent. 
Heracleum maximum Bartr. Cow-parsnip. Bottomland timber along Clear 
Creek southeast of Oxford, Shimek 1920; rare. 
Osmarhiza claytanii (Michx.) C. B. Clark Sweet Cicely. Woods; common. 
Osmarhiza longistylis (Torr.) DC. Anise-root. Woods; common. 
Oxypalis rigidior (L.) C. & R. Cowbane. Marshy ditch, Oxford Twp., 
Thorne 195 2 ; rare. 
*Pastinaca sativa L. Wild Parsnip. Abundant weed of roadsides, railroads, 
and waste places. 
Palytaenia nuttallii DC. Dry open woods; Mary Linder 1889; rare. 
Sanicula canadensis L. Black Snakeroot. Open woods; frequent. 
Sanicula gregaria Bickn. Woods and thickets; common. 
Sanicula marilandica L. Woods; ISC; rare. 
Sium suave Walt. Water-parsnip. Marshes; infrequent. 
Taenidia integerrima (L.) Drude. Yellow-pimpernel. Upland, rocky woods, 
Turkey Creek, Thorne 1952; rare. 
Thaspium barbinade (Michx.) Nutt. Meadow-parsnip. Wooded slopes and 
bluffs; infrequent. 
Zizia aurea (L.) W. D. J. Koch Golden Alexanders. Prairie remnants and 
open woods; infrequent. 
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CAPRIFOLIACEAE (Honeysuckle Family) 
Adoxa moschatellina L. Moschatel. North-facing limestone ledges and talus, 
McBride State Park, Thorne 1954; rare. This species is often treated 
as a distinct, monotypic family, Adoxaceae. 
Lonicera prolifera (Kirchn.) Rehd. Wild Honeysuckle. Wooded slopes, 
limestone ledges, and rocky bluffs; frequent. . 
* Lonicera tatarica L. Tataiian Honeysuckle. Occasional escape to open 
woods. 
Sambucus canadensis L. Elder. Moist woods and thickets and marshy bor-
ders; common. 
Symphoricapos orbiculatus Moench Coralberry. Upland thickets, south edge 
of McBride State Park, Thorne 1954; prairie along railroad ea&t of 
Iowa City, Shimek 1915; rare. 
Triosteum aurantiacum Bickn. Feverwort. Woods; infrequent. 
Triosteum perfoliatum L. Horse-gentian, Feverwort. Woods and pastures; 
common. 
Viburnum lentago L. Nannyberry. Wooded slopes and bluffs, usually near 
streams; infrequent. 
*Viburnum opulus L. Highbush-cranberry. Occasional e:cape to woodlands 
in Iowa City. 
Viburnum rafinesquianum Schultes ( V. pubescens and V. molle of many 
Iowa authors; incl. V. affine Bush) Arrowwood. Rocky wooded slopes; 
infrequent. 
RHAMNACEAE (Buckthorn Family) 
Ceanothus americanus L. New Jersey-tea, Redroot. Prairie remnants and 
dry, open woods; frequent. 
Rhamnus lanceolata Pursh Buckthorn. Rocky, calcareous slopes and ledges; 
infrequent. 
VrTACEAE (Grape Family) 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia (L.) Planch. Virginia Creeper, Woodbine. Open 
woods and thickets; common. 
Parthenocissus vitacea (Knerr) Hitchc. Open woods and thickets; in-
frequent. 
Vitis riparia Michx. Frost Grape. Woods, fences, thickets, and banks, 
especially along streams; common. 
LYTHRACEAE (Loosestrife Family) 
Lythrum alatum Pursh Loosestrife. Swales, ditches, and wet margins; 
frequent. 
Peplis diandra Nutt. Water-purslane. Small pond in ·woods along Clear 
Creek west of Coralville, Thorne 1952; rare. 
Rotala ramosior (L.) Koehne Marshy depressions in Iowa drift, Madirnn 
Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
0NAGRACEAE (Evening-primrose Family) 
Circaea quadrisulcata (Maxim.) Franch. & Sav. var. canadensis (L.) Hara 
Enchanter's-nightshade. Woods; common. 
Epilobium coloratum Muhl. Willowherb. Marshy places; frequent. 
Gaura biennis L. Sandy prairie, railroads, roadsides; infrequent. 
Ludwigia alternif olia L. Seed box. Marshy depressions in Iowan drift, 
Madison Twp., Thorne 1952; Wiehl's Bog southeast of North Liberty, 
Shimek 1928; rare. 
Ludwigia palustris (L.) Ell. var. americana (DC.) Fern. & Grise. Water-
purslane. Marshy depressions in Iowan drift, Madison Twp., Thorne 
1952; rare. 
Ludwigia polycarpa Short & Peter Marshy depressions in Iowan drift, 
Madison Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
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Oenothera biennis L. Evening-primrose. (incl. 0. parviflora 
weed of open places. 
L.) Common 
Oenothera laciniata Hill 
Oenothera pilosella Raf. 
infrequent. 
Railroad ballast south of Iowa City; rare. 
Sun drops. Prairie remnants and dry, sandy soil; 
Oenothera rhombipetala Nutt. Dry, sandy soil; frequent. 
APOCYNACEAE (Dogbane Family) 
Apocynum androsaemifolium L. Spreading Dogbane. Woodland borders 
and thickets, frequent. 
Apocynum cannabinum L. Dogbane, Indian-hemp. Ditches, roadsides, 
railroads, and woodland borders; common. 
Apocynum sibiricum Jacq. Marshy places in prairie remnants; infrequent. 
AscLEPIADACEAE (Milkweed Family) 
Asclepias amplexicaulis Sm. Milkweed. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Asclepias exaltata L. Poke Milkweed. Woods and thickets, Turkey Creek; 
Shimek 1903; Iowa City, Miss Berry; rare. 
Asclepias hirtella (Pennell) Woodson (Acerates floridana of Iowa authors) 
Dry, sandy soil and prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Asclepias incarnata L. Swamp Milkweed. Marshy places; common. 
Asclepias purpurascens L. Roadsides and other dry, open places; infrequent. 
Asclepias quadrifolia Jacq. Woods; Newport Twp., Shimek 1896; rare. 
Asclepias sullivantii Engelm. Moist prairie along railroad east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 191 7; rare. 
Asclepias syriaca L. Common Milkweed. Common everywhere in open 
places. 
Asclepias tuberosa L. Butterfly Weed, Pleurisy Root. Prairie remnants, 
sandy soil, and roadsides; frequent. 
Asclepias verticillata L. Whorled Milkweed. Dry, open places, especially 
sandy road-ides and prairie remnants; common. 
Asclepias viridiflora Raf. (Acerates viridiflora (Raf.) Eat.) Green Milk-
weed. Dry, sandy soil, open woods, and prairie remnants; low prairie 
along railroad east of Iowa City, Shimek 1923; rare. 
Cynanchum laeve (Michx.) Pers. (Ampelamus albidus (Nutt.) Britt.) 
Honeyvine. Collected once in city park in alluvial thickets along the 
Iowa River, Iowa City; rare. 
GENTIANCEAE (Gentian Family) 
Gentiana cnnzta Froel. Fringed Gentian. Wiehl's hanging bog southeast 
of North Liberty, Shimek 1931; rare. 
Genti'lna flrl'1ida Gray Yellowish Gentian. Prairie border, Penn Twp., J. H. 
Alb. 1924; rare. 
Gent;ana puberula Michx. Prairie Gentian. Prairie remnants east of Iowa 
City, Scott Twp., Thorne 1953; rare. 
Gentiana quinquefolia L. Stiff Gentian. Crest of bluff and open, rocky 
woods along Turkey Creek, Thorne 1954; rare. 
Gentiana saponaria L. Soapwort Gentian. Prairie remnants east of Iowa 
City, Scott Twp., Thorne 1953; rare. 
RuBIACEAE (Madder Family) 
Cephalanthus occidentalis L. Buttonbush. Stream margins, alluvial woods, 
and marshes; common. 
Galium aparine L. Cleavers. Moist woods, yards, and waste places; very 
common. 
Gali"m boreale L. Northern Bedstraw. Prairie along railroad east of Iowa 
City, Shimek 1910; rare. 
Galium circaezans Michx. Wild-liquorice. Rich woods; frequent. 
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Galium concinnum T. & G. Shining Bedstraw. Woods; common. 
Gali um obtusum Bigel. Marshy or boggy places; infrequent. 
Galium tinctorium L. Marshy area in Iowan drift, Madison Twp., Tho~e 
1952; rare. 
Galium trif lorum Michx. Rich woods; frequent. 
Houstonia minima Beck Bluets. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
BIGNONIACEAE (Bignonia Family) 
*Campsis radicans (L.) Seem. Tmmpet Creeper, Cow-itch. Frequent 
escape to roadsides, thickets, and fencerows. 
*Catalpa bignonioides Walt. Common Catalpa. Infrequent escape along 
the Iowa River. 
*Catalpa speciosa Cigar-tree. Infrequent escape on roadsides and margins 
of the Iowa River. 
SCROPHULARIACEAE (Figwort Family) 
Castilleja coccinea (L.) Spreng. Indian Paint Brush. Dry hills, Iowa City, 
Macbride 1880; rare. 
Chaenorrhinum minus (L.) Lange Dwarf Snapdragon. Railroad ballast; 
infrequent. 
Chelone glabra L. Turtle-head. Marshy places; Wiehl's hanging bog south-
east of North Liberty; Shimek 1931; rare. 
Gerardia auriculata Michx. (Tomanthera auriculata (Michx.) Raf.) Prairie 
remnants east of Iowa City, Scott Twp., Thome 1953; rare. 
Gerardia grandiflora Benth. var. pulchra (Pennell) Fem. (Aureolaria grandi-
flora (Benth.) Pennell) False-foxglove. Dry, wooded, calcareous bluffs and 
slopes; infrequent. 
Gerardia tenuifolia Vahl. var. macrophylla rom. Moist pond margins and 
open, sandy places; infrequent. 
Gratiola neglecta Torr. Hedge-hyssop. Swales, boggy places, and wet, muddy 
or sandy margins; frequent. 
* Linaria vulgaris Hill Butter-and-eggs. Frequent escape to roadsides, rail-
roads, and waste places. 
Lindernia anagallidea ( Michx.) Pennell False-pimpernel. Marshy depres-
sions in Iowan drift, Madison Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
Lindernia dubia (L.) Pennel Wet, muddy or sandy margins; common. 
Mimttlus ringens L. Monkey Flower. Wet margins and other marshy places; 
common. 
Pedicularis canadensis L. Lousewort, Wood Betony. Prairie remnants, wood-
ed ridges and bluffs; infrequent. 
Pedicularis lanceolata Michx. Swamp Lousewort. Wiehl's bog southeast of 
North Liberty, Shimek 1928; rare. 
Penstemon digitalis Nutt. Beardtongue. Prairie remnants and sandy soil; 
infrequent. 
Penstemon grandiflorus Nutt. Along Iowa River at quarries above Coral-
ville, Mabel Williams 1922; rare. 
Scrophularia lanceolata Pursh Figwort. Prairie remnants and woodland 
borders; common. 
Scrophularia marila'ndica L. Open woods, low pastures, and sandy roadsides; 
common. 
Seymeria macrophylla Nutt. (Dasistoma macrophylla (Nutt.) Raf.) Mullein-
foxglove. Penn Twp., Shimek 1895; rare. 
*Verbascum blattaria L. Moth Mullein. Yards, vacant lots, and waste 
places; infrequent. 
*Verbascum phlomoides L. Pastures, roadsides, waste places; very common. 
*Verbascum thapsus L. Common Mullein. Pastures, roadsides, and waste 
places; common. 
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*Veronica arvensis L. Corn Speedwell. Frequent weed of grassy places. 
Veronica comosa Richter Water Speedwell. Muddy river bottom, Shimek 
1894; rare. 
Veronica peregrina L. Neckweed. Roadsides, waste places, and sandy soil; 
common. 
*Veronica persica Poir. Bird's-eye. North of Iowa City, Shimek 1926; rare. 
Veronicastrum virginicum (L.) Farw. Culver's Root. Woods, openings, 
prairie remnants, roadsides; common. 
0ROBANCHACEAE (Broom~rape Family) 
Orobanche uniflora L. Cancer~root. Sandy prairie along railroad south of 
Iowa City, Shimek 1927; Iowa City, Mary Linder; rare. 
LENTIBULARIACEAE (Bladderwort Family) 
Utricularia gibba L. Bladderwort. Shallow water of Swan Lake, Thorne 
1950; rare. 
Utricularia vulgaris L. Shallow water of Swan Lake, Thorne 1952; rare. 
AcANTHACEAE (Acanthus Family) 
Ruellia humilis Nutt. Prairie remnants and openings, dry, sandy soil, and 
railroad ballast; frequent. 
Ruellia strepens L. Alluvial woods, Hills, Shimek 1903; rare. 
HYDROPHYLLACEAE (Waterleaf Family) 
Ellisia nyctelea L. Alluvial woods, shady places, and disturbed ground; 
common. 
Hydrophyllum appendiculatum Michx. Waterleaf. Rich alluvial woods; Iowa 
City, Mary Linder; rare. 
Hydrophyllum virginianum L. Rich, moist woods; common. 
BoRAGINACEAE (Borage Family) 
*Cynoglossum officinale L. Hound's Tongue. Pastures and waste places; 
ISC; rare. 
H ackelia virginiana (L.) I. M. Johnston Stickseed, Beggar's Lice. Open 
woods and pastures; common. 
* Lappula echinata Gilib. Stickseed. Weed along railroad east of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1915 ; rare. 
* Lappula redowskii (Hornem.) Greene var. occidentalis (Wats.) Rydb. 
Weed along railroad east of Iowa City, Shimek 1916; rare. 
Lithospermum canescens (Michx.) Lehm. Puccoon. Prairie remnants; in-
frequent. 
Lithospermum croceum Fern. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Lithospermum incisum Lehm. Dry, sandy soil, Cedar Twp., Thorne 1953; 
rare. 
Lithospermum latifolium Michx. Open woods; ISC; rare. 
Mertensia virginica (L.) Pers. Bluebells, Virginia Cowslips. Moist, rich 
woods, especially along streams; frequent. 
Myosotis verna Nutt. Scorpion-grass. Dry, sandy soil, especially on alluvial 
flats; infrequent. 
VERBENACEAE (Vervain Family) 
Lippia lanceolata Michx. var. recognita Fern. & Grise. Fog-fruit. Alluvial 
stream margins and bars; frequent. 
Verbena bracteata Lag. & Rodr. Vervain. Weed of sidewalks, roadsides, 
railroad ballast, sandy alluvium, and open places generally; common. 
Verbena hast at a L. Blue Vervain. Low pastures and marshy or boggy 
places; common. 
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Verbena simplex Lehm. Sandy, alluvial flats and dry, rocky ground; in-
frequent. 
Verbena stricta Vent. Hoary Vervain. Abundant weed of overgrazed 
pastures, railroads, and other open places. A presumed hybrid between 
this species and V. simplex Lehm. was collected at Dwyer's Lake, 
Cedar Twp., R. P. Adams 1929, and in sandy prairie south of Iowa 
City, Shimek 1917. 
Verbena urticifolia L. White Vervain. Low pastures and alluvial places; 
common. 
PHRYMACEAE (Lopseed Family) 
Phryma leptostachya L. Lopseed. Woods; common. 
LABIATAE (Mint Family) 
Agastache nepetoides (L.) Ktze. Giant Hyssop. Woodland borders, wooded 
ravines, and thickets; infrequent. 
Agastache scrophulariaefolia (Willd.) Ktze. Woods, borders, and thickets; 
frequent. 
*Ajuga reptans L. Bugle. Rare escape from cultivation in Iowa City; 
shaded rocky bank; Jean Vogeli 1952. 
Blephila hirsuta (Pursh) Benth. Woods, especially along steams; frequent. 
Dracocephalum parviflorum Nutt. Dragonhead. Iowa City, W. H. Bern-
inghausen 1946 ; rare. 
*Glechoma hederacea L. Ground-ivy, Gill-over-the-ground. Bottomland 
woods, yards, and waste ground; frequent. 
H edeoma hispida Pursh Rough Pennyroyal. Prairie openings, dry, sandy 
soil, and railroad ballast; common. 
Hedeoma pulegioides (L.) Pers. Pennyroyal. Dry woodland openings and 
slopes; infrequent. 
* Lamium amplexicaule L. Henbit. Iowa City, L. Bass 1942; rare. 
* Leonurus cardiaca L. Motherwort. \Vaste places, weedy woods, and yards; 
common. 
* Leonurus marrubiastrum L. Along railroad in Iowa City, R. C. Miller 
1943; rare. 
Lycopus americanus Muhl. Water-hoarhound. Marshy places and wet mar-
gins; common. 
Lycopus uniflorus Michx. Bugleweed. Muddy stream marg:ns and wet 
ground; frequent. 
Lycopus virginicus L. Bugleweed. Wet ground; infrequent. 
M entha arvensis L. Wild Mint. Moi·t, open pla<'es; common. 
M onarda fistulosa L. (ind. M. mollis L.) Wild-bergamot. Prairie rem-
nants, roadsides, and dry, open places generally; common. · 
M onarda punctnta L. Horsemint. Dry. sandy soil and railroad ballast; 
along railroad east of Iowa City, Shimek 1926; rare. 
*Nepeta cataria L. Catnip. Common weed of waste places, roadsides, and 
disturbed woods. 
*Perilla frutescens (L.) Britt. Beefsteak Plant. Occasional escape from yards 
in Iowa City. 
Physostegia parviflora Nutt. (incl. P. speciosa Sweet) False-dragonhead. 
Moist alluvial woods and marshy or b::>ggy places; infrequent. 
Prune/la vulgaris L. Selfheal. Woods, openings, pastures, prairie remnants, 
and waste ground; common. 
Pycnanthemum pilosum Nutt. Mountain Mint. Dry, open woods, pastures, 
and roadsides; common. 
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium Schrad. Prairie remnants and dry ridge;;; 
frequent. 
Pycnanthemum virgzmanum (L.) Durand & Jackson Prairie remnants 
and moist, open places; frequent. 
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Scutellaria ep5lob5ifolia A. Hamilton Scullcap. Marshy places and wet 
marg'.ns; infrequent. 
Scutellaria lateriflora L. Marshy places and wet margins; common. 
Scutellaria ovata Hill var. versicolor (Nutt.) Fem. Rocky, wooded slopes; 
infrequent. 
Scu:ellari2 parvula Michx. Prairie remnants and sandy or rocky soil; 
Shimek 1891; rare. 
Stachys hyssopifolia Michx. var. ambigua Gray (S. aspera Michx.) Hedge-
nettle. Low places, Hills, Shimek 1903; rare. 
Stachys palustris L. Marshy places and wet margins; infrequent. 
Stachys tenuifolia Willd. Marshy places and stream margins; common. 
Teu;rium cana:lense L. (incl. T. occidentale Gray) Germander. Moist, open 
grocmd an::! other marshy places; common. 
Trichostema brachiatum L. (Isanthus brachiatus (L.) BSP.) False-penny-
royal. Sandy pastures, Cedar Twp., Thorne 1953; rare. 
CAMPANULACEAE (Bluebell Family) 
Campanula americana L. Tall Bellflower. Moist woods; common. 
Camp:znula aparinoides Pursh Marsh Bellflower. Marshy and boggy places; 
Iowa City, Shimek 1904; Cou Falls, Shimek 1907; rare. 
*Campanula rapunculoides L. Rare escape in Iowa City. J. Nolte 1954. 
Campanula rotundifolia L. Bluebell, Harebell. Limestone ledges; Turkey 
Creek, W. A. Anderson 1931 ; rare. 
Lobelia cardinalis L. Cardinal Flower. Alluvial woods; Shimek 1890; rare. 
Lobelia inflata L. Indian-tobacco. Open woods and pastures; frequent. 
Lobelia siphilitica L. Great Lobelia. Low pastures, wet margins, and other 
marshy places; common. 
Lobelia spicata Lam. Prairie remnants and openings; infrequent. 
Triodanis perfoliata ( L.) Nieuwl. Venus's Looking-glass. Railroads, road-
sides, prairie openings, and dry soil; frequent. 
CoMPOSITAE (Composite Family) 
Achillea millefolium L. (incl. A. lanulosa Nutt.) Yarrow. Dry pastures, 
fields, prairie remnants, and other dry, open places; common. 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. Ragweed. Abundant weed of roadsides, rail-
roads, fields, and other disturbed ground. 
Ambrosia psilostachya DC. Perennial Ragweed. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Ambrosia trifida L. Giant Ragweed, Kinghead. Abundant weed of stream 
banks, roadsides, open woods, and waste places. 
Antennaria neg!ecta Greene Pussytoes. Prairie openings, dry pastured hill-
sides, fields, open woods, and thickets; common. 
Antennaria plantaginifolia (L.) Hook. Prairie openings, pastures, and road-
sides; common. 
* Anthemis cotula L. Dog-fennel. Common weed of farmyard, low pastures, 
roadside3, and waste places. 
* Arctium minus (Hill) Bernh. Burdock. Common weed of roadsides and 
waste places. 
* Artemesia biennis Willd. Vv'ormwood. Yards and waste places; infrequent. 
Artemesia caudata Michx. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Artemesia ludoviciana Nutt. Mugwort, White Sage. Prairie remnants, sandy, 
banks, and dry roadsides; common. 
Aster azureus Lindi. A~ter. Prairie remnants and openings and dry, sandy 
soil; infrequent. 
Aster cordifolius L. Wood Aster. Woods; frequent. 
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Aster ericoides L. Frost Weed. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Aster laevis L. Smooth Aster. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Aster laterif lorus ( L.) Britt. Woods; infrequent. 
[Vol. 62 
Aster novae-angliae L. New England Aster. Prairie remnants, roadsides, 
woodland borders, and low pastures; frequent. 
Aster oblongifolius Nutt. Dry, sandy soil and open, rocky bluffs and ridges; 
infrequent. 
Aster ontarionis Wieg. (incl. A. pantotrichus Blake) Alluvial woods; in-
frequent. 
Aster perviceps (Burgess) Mack. & Bush. Prairie along railroad east of Iowa 
City, Shimek 1923; apparently rare. 
Aster pilosus Willd. Roadsides, woodland margins, prairie remnants, and 
dry, open places; common. 
Aster praeltus ram. Willow Astet. Prairie swales and other moist, open 
places or thickets; infrequent. 
Aster prenanthoides Muhl. Moist, wooded, lower slopes; infrequent. 
Aster puniceus L. (incl. A. lucidulus (Gray) Wieg.) Wiehl's bog southeast 
of North Liberty, Shimek 1931; rare. 
Aster sagittifolius Wed. (incl. A. drummondii Lindi.) Arrow-leaved Aster. 
W ootls, borders, openings; common. The two extremes of this taxon, 
which are treated as distinct species by some workers, seem to inter-
grade completely in this area. 
Aster sericeus Vent. Silky Aster. Prairie remnants; east of Iowa City, Shimek 
1922; south of Iowa City, Shimek 1923; rare. 
Aster shortii Lindi. Calcarous, wooded, often rocky slopes; infrequent. 
Aster simplex Willd. (incl. A. interior Wieg., A. paniculatus Lam., and A. 
tradescantii of Iowa authors). Prairie remnants and moist, open places; 
common. 
Aster umbellatus Mill. White Aster. Boggy places; Iowa City, Mary Linder; 
5 miles southwest of Iowa City, H. E. Fuller 1934; Penn Twp., Shimek 
1898; rare. 
Bidens cernua L. Bur-marigold. Muddy, wet streatn and pond margins; 
common. 
Bidens frondosa L. Beggar Ticks. Wet margins and other marshy places; 
common. 
Bidens polylepis Blake. Wet, muddy stream margins and marshy depres-
sions; frequent. 
Bidens tripartita L. (incl. B. connata Muhl., B. comosa (Gray) Wieg.) Wet 
borders of ponds, sloughs, and streams and other marshy depressions; 
common. 
Bidens vulgata Greene. Wet margins of streams, sloughs, and other marshy 
places; frequent. 
Boltonia asteroides (L.) L'Her. var. latisquama (Gray) Cron. Marshy de-
pressions and wet ditches; infrequent. 
Cacalia atriplicifolia L. Indian-plantain. Alluvial woods south of Hills, 
Shimek 1904; rare. 
Cacalia muhlenbergii (Sch. Bip.} Fern. Rich, wooded slopes; Turkey Creek; 
Clear Creek west of Coralville, Shimek 192 7; rare. 
Cacalia tuberosa Nutt. Prairie along railroad east of Oxford, Shimek 1921; 
rare. 
*Centaurea cyan us L. Rare escape; ISO. 
*Chrysanthemum leucanthemum L. Ox-eye Daisy. Infrequent weed of 
railroads, roadsides, and waste places. 
*Cichorium intybus L. Chicory. Calcarous roadsides, railroads, and waste 
places; infrequent. 
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Cirsium altissimum (L.) Spreng. (incl. C. iowense (Pammel) Fem.) Tall 
Thistle. Open woods and thickets, prairie remnants, and roadsides; 
frequent. 
*Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop. Canada Thistle. Noxious weed of railroads, 
fields, and waste places; infrequent. 
Cirsium discolor (Muhl.) Spreng. Field Thistle. Open woods and thickets, 
fence rows, roadsides, and other open places; infrequent. 
Cirsium hillii (Canby) Fem. Hill's Thistle. Pasture, W. A. Anderson 1945; 
prairie opening, Iowa City, Shimek 1910; rare. 
*Cirsium vulgare (Savi) Airy-Shaw (C. lanceolatum of Iowa authors) Bull 
· Thistle. Common weed of pastures, open woods, roadsides and waste 
places. 
Coreopsis palmata Nutt. Tickseed. Prairie remnants and roadsides; in-
frequent. 
Coreopsis tripteris L. Open woods and borders; infrequent. 
Echinacea pallida Nutt. Coneflower. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk. Common weed of exposed, muddy margins of 
streams, sloughs, and ponds. 
Erechtites hieracifolia (L.) Raf. Fireweed. Moist thickets, low pastures, 
and wet margins; frequent. 
Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers. Daisy Fleabane. Roadsides, pastures, and open 
woods; frequent. 
Erigeron canadensis L. Horseweed. Abundant weed everywhere in open 
places and disturbed ground. 
Erigeron divaricatus Michx. Low Horseweed. Infrequent weed of pastures, 
railroad ballast, and roadsides. 
Erigeron philadelphicus L. Fleabane. Wooded, calcareous slopes and bluffs, 
thickets, and open places; frequent. 
Erigeron pulchellus Michx. Robin's-plantain. Prairie ridges and rocky slopes; 
infrequent. 
Erigeron strigosus Muhl. (E. ramosus of Iowa authors). Fleabane. Prairie 
remnants, roadsides, pastures, and waste places; common. 
Eupatorium altissimum L. Tall Thoroughwort. Dry ridges, banks, and wood-
land openings; frequent. 
Eupatorium maculatum L. Joe-Pye Weed. Marshy or boggy places; in-
frequent. 
Eupatorium perfoliatum L. Boneset. Low pastures, wet margins, and other 
marshy places; frequent. 
Eupatorium purpureum L. Joe-Pye Weed. Moist woods; frequent. 
Eupatorium rugosum Houtt. White Snakeroot. Woods and thickets; com-
mon. 
*Filago germanica (L.) Huds. Cudweed, Cotton-rose. Weed on campus, 
Iowa City, Tom Morrisey 1952; rare. 
*Galinsoga ciliata (Raf.) Blake Infrequent weed of waste places. 
Gnaphalium obtusifolium L. Everlasting. Dry pastures, fields, and road-
sides; frequent. 
H elenium autumnale L. Sneezeweed. Low pastures, alluvial lowlands, and 
marshy borders; common. 
*Helianthus annuus L. Common Sunflower. Railroads, roadsides, and waste 
places; infrequent. 
Helianthus decapetalus L. Moist, open woods; infrequent. 
Helianthus giganteus L. Railroads and roadsides; infrequent. 
Helianthus grosseserratus Martens Moist ground, low pastures, fence rows, 
and roadside ditches; frequent. 
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Helianthus laetiflorus Pers. var. rigidus (Cass.) Fern. Stiff Sunflower. 
Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Helianthus occidentalis Riddell Sandy prairie and sandy, woodland bor· 
ders; infrequent. 
Helianthus strumosus L. Wood Sunflower. Open woods, border thickets, 
and roadsides; frequent. 
Helianthus tuberosus L. Jerusalem-artichoke. Stream banks, roadsides, rail-
roads, fence rows, pastures; frequent. 
Heliopsis helianthoides (L.) Sweet (incl. H. scabra Dunal) Oxeye. Prairie 
remnants, dry woodland borders, and roadsides; frequent. 
Hieracium canadense Michx. Hawkweed. Dry, woodland clearings; Penn 
Twp., Shimek 1895; rare. · 
Hieracium scabrum Michx. Dry upland woods; west of Tiffin, Shimek 
1930; Penn Twp., Shimek 1893; rare. 
*Inula helenium L. Elecampane. Open woods, T. J. & M. F. L. Fitzpatrick 
(ISC); rare. 
*Iva xanthifolia Nutt. Marsh-elder. Introduced weed of waste places, Iowa 
City, Shimek 1907; rare. 
Krigia biflora (Walt.) Blake Cynthia. Prairie ridges and open, upland 
woods; infrequent. 
Kuhnia eupatorioides L. False-boneset. Prairie remnants and openings; 
frequent. · 
Lactuca canadensis L. Wild Lettuce. Roadsides, railroads, open woods, fields, 
and waste places; common. 
Lactuca floridana (L.) Gaertn. (incl. L. villosa Jacq.) Blue Lettuce. Woods 
and thickets; infrequent. 
Lactuca ludoviciana (Nutt.) Riddell Prairie Lettuce. Prairie remnants and 
roadsides; infrequent. 
* Lactuca scariola L. Prickly Lettuce. Common weed of yards, roadsides, and 
waste places. 
Liatris aspera rom. Blazing-star, Button-snakeroot. Dry, sandy soils, Cedar 
Twp., Thorne 1953; rare. 
Liatris cylindracea Michx. Sandy prairie along railroad south of Iowa City, 
Shimek 1915; rare. 
Liatris pycnostachya Michx. Prairie Blazing-star. Marshy places and swales 
in prairie remnants; Penn Twp., Shimek 1895; rare. 
*Matricaria matricarioides (Less.) Porter Pineapple Weed. Roadsides, farm-
yards, and waste places; infrequent. 
Parthenium integrifolium L. Wild-quinine. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Prenanthes alba L. Rattlesnake-root. Woods; common. 
Prenanthes aspera Michx. Dry, sandy prairie; ISC; rare. " 
*Ratibida columnifera (Nutt.) Wooten & Standl. Long-headed Coneflower. 
Along railroad near quarry north of Coralville, Shimek 1927; rare. 
Ratibida pinnata (Vent.) Barnh. Coneflower. Prairie remnants; frequent. 
Rudbeckia laciniata L. Tall Coneflower. Moist bottomland woods and thick-
ets; common. 
Rudbeckia serotina Nutt. (R. hirta of Iowa authors) Black-eyed Susan. 
Prairie remnants, woodland openings. and borders, dry roadsides, and 
fields; common. 
Rudbeckia subtomentosa Pursh Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Rudbeckia triloba L. Calcareous, rocky woods; infrequent. 
Senecio aureus L. Golden Ragwort. Moist woods and seepage slopes; along 
Iowa River 3 miles north of Iowa City; Turkey Creek, Shimek 1911; 
rare. 
Senecio plattensis Nutt. Prairie Ragwort. Prairie remnants, open woods, and 
sandy soil; common. Intergrading with and possibly ·not distinct specifi-
cally from S. pauperculus Michx. 
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Silphium integrifolium Michx. Rosin Weed. Prairie remnants; frequent. 
Sil phi um laciniatum L. Compass Plant. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Silphium perfoliatum L. Cup Plant. Moist bottomland, low pastures, and 
stream margins; frequent. 
Solidago altissima L. Tall Goldenrod. Pastures, fields, railroads, roadsides; 
common. 
Solidago canadensis L. Pasture Goldenrod. Low pastures, roadsides, wood-
land borders and openings; frequent. 
Solidago flexicaulis L. Zig-zag Goldenrod. Rich woods; common. 
Solidago gigantea Ait. Smooth Goldenrod. Low pastures, weedy woods, 
ditches, and woodland borders; common. 
Solidago graminifoli<!c (L.) Salish. Prairie remnants and marshy places; in-
frequent. 
Solidago missouriensis Nutt. (incl. S. glaberrima Martens) Prairie remnants; 
infrequent. 
Solidago nemoralis Ait. Prairie remnants and dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Solidago rigida L. Stiff Goldenrod. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Solidago speciosa Nutt. Showy Goldenrod. Prairie remnants; Shimek 1891; 
rare. , 
Solidago ulmifolia Muhl. Woods; common. 
*Sonchus arvensis L. Perennial Sow-thistle. Fields and roadsides; infrequent 
weed. 
*Sonchus asper (L.) Hill Spiny Sow-thistle. Waste places and roadsides; 
frequent. 
*Sonchus oleraceus L. Sow-thistle. Frequent weed of waste places and road-
sides. 
*Tanacetum vulgare L. Tansy. Occasional escape to roadsides; old yard, 
Turkey Creek, Shimek 1908. 
*Taraxacum erythrospermum Andrz. Red-seeded Dandelion. Yards and 
lawns; common. 
*Taraxacum officinale Weber Common Dandelion. Lawns, yards, roadsides, 
waste places ; common. 
*Tragopogon dubius Scop. Goat's-beard. Common weed of roadsides, rail-
roads, and waste places. 
*Tragopogon porrifolius L. Rare escape to roadsides; ISC. 
*Tragopogon pratensis L. Infrequent weed of roadsides, railroads and waste 
places. 
Verbesina alternifolia (L.) Britt. Wing-stern. Aluuvial woods, pastures, and 
fields; infrequent. 
Vernonia fasciculata Michx. Ironweed. Low pastures, bottomlands, and 
marshy depressions; common. 
Xanthium strumarium L. (incl. X. italicum Moretti, X. chinense Mill., 
etc.) Cocklebur. Common weed of low pastures, fields, flood plains, and 
waste places. 
AusMATACEAE (Water-plantain Family) 
Alisma subcordatum Raf. Water-plantain. Shallow water of streams and 
marshes; common. 
Echinodorus rostratus (Nutt.) Engelm. (E. cordifolius of Iowa authors) 
Bur-head. Shallow water or wet margins; T. H. Macbride; rare. 
Sagittaria cuneata Sheldon Arrowhead. Shallow water of sloughs and 
stream margins; infrequent. 
Sagittaria engelmanniana J. G. Smith (incl. S. brevirostra Mack. & Bush) 
Shallow water of marshes, sloughs, and stream margins; infrequent. 
Sagittaria graminea Michx. Shallow pond in Iowan drift, Madison Twp., 
Thorne 1952; rare. 
S agittaria latif olia Willd. Marshy places and shallow margins; common. 
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Sagittaria rigida Pursh Shallow water of Swan Lake and adjacent small 
pond in Iowan drift, Thorne 1952; rare. 
HYDROCHARITACEAE (Frog's-bit Family) 
Elodea nuttallii (Planch.) St. John Water Weed. Shallow water of ponds 
and sloughs; frequent. 
PoTAMOGETONACEAE (Pondweed Family) 
Potamogeton foliosus Raf. Pondweed. Shallow water of ponds, lakes, and 
sloughs; infrequent. 
Potamogeton nodosus Poir. Shallow, quiet water of streams; ISC; rare, per-
haps now extinct. 
ZANNICHELLIACEAE (Horned-pondweed Family) 
Zannichellia palustris L. Horned-pondweed. Shallow water of slough south 
of Iowa City, Thorne 1952; rare. 
PoNTEDERIACEAE (Pickerel Weed Family) 
H eteranthera dubia (Jacq.) MacM. Water-stargrass. Shallow water and 
muddy shores; ISC; rare. 
Pontederia cordata L. Pickerel Weed. Shallow water and marshy depressions; 
abundant in Swan Lake; infrequent. 
CoMMELINACEAE (Spiderwort Family) 
*Commelina communis L. Dayflower. Yards and open bottomland woods 
along the Iowa River, Iowa City; infrequent. 
Tradescantia bracteata Small Spiderwort. Prairie along railroad east of 
Iowa City, Shimek 1928; rare. 
Tradescantia ohiensis Raf. Dry, sandy soil; common. 
JuNCACEAE (Rush Family) 
Juncus acuminatus Michx. Rush. Marshy places; infrequent. 
Juncus canadensis J. Gay Marshy depression in Iowan drift, Madison Twp., 
Thorne 1952; rare. 
Juncus dudleyi Wieg. Marshy pla!'.es; Iowa City, Shi_!Pek 1928; rare. 
/uncus interior Wleg'.°".:t\foist depression in prai~ie -;emnant, Scott Twp., 
Thome 1952; rare. 
Juncus tenuis Willd. Path Rush. Pastures, roadsides, paths, open woods, and 
other dry, open places; common. 
/uncus torreyi Coville Swales and moist places in prairie remnants; in-
frequent. 
CYPERACEAE (Sedge Family) 
Carex albursina Sheldon Sedge. Wooded, rocky or loamy slopes; infrequent. 
Carex annectens Bickn .. var. xanthocarpa (Bickn.) Wieg. Marshy places; in-
frequent. 
Carex atherodes Spreng. {incl. C. laeviconica Dew.) Marshy borders and 
shallow water of ponds, lakes, and streams; frequent. 
Carex bebbii Olney Marshy places; ISC; rare. 
Carex bicknellii Britt. Moist places in prairie remnants, Scott Twp., Thorne 
1952; rare. 
Carex blanda Dew. Wooded slopes; common. 
Carex brevior (Dew.) Mack. Prairie remnants and sandy soil; frequent. 
Carex buxbaumii Wahl. Swale, Fremont Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
Carex cephaloidea Dew. A. S. Hitchcock; rare. 
Carex cephalophora Muhl. Dry, open woods; common. 
Carex conjuncta Boott Moist, alluvial woods and sloughs; infrequent. 
Carex crawei Dew. Iowa City, A. S. Hitchcock (ISC); rare. 
Carex cristatella Britt. Swales; frequent. 
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Carex davisii Schwein. & Torr. Alluvial woods; common. 
Car ex festucacea Schkuhr Prairie remnants and open woods; ISC; rare. 
Carex gracillima Schw. Moist, wooded slopes; McBride State Park, Thorne 
1954; 3 miles north of Iowa City, Thorne 1950; rare. 
Carex granularis Muhl. Shimek, 1884; rare. 
Carex gravida Bailey Open woods, prairie remnants, and roadsides; com-
mon. 
Carex grayii Carey Moist, alluvial woods; infrequent. 
Carex grisea Wahl. Woods; common. 
Carex haydenii Dew. Swales; infrequent. 
Carex hirtifolia Mack. Woods; frequent. 
Carex hystericina Muhl. Marshy places; infrequent. 
Carex jamesii Schw. Rich, loamy woods, McBride State Park, Thorne 1954; 
rare. 
Car ex lacustris Willd. Shallow water of marshes and swales; infrequent. 
Carex lasiocarpa Ehrh. var. latifolia (Bock!.) Gilly ( C. lanuginosa Michx.) 
Marshy borders and swales; frequent. 
Carex laevivaginata (Kuk.) Mack. Iowa City, Shimek 1928; rare. 
Carex laxiculmis Schwein. Wooded, loamy slopes, McBride State Park, 
Thorne 1954; rare. 
Carex leavenworthii Dew. Prairie opening, Iowa City, Shimek 1910; 
rare. 
Carex lupulina Muhl. Moist, alluvial woods; infrequent. 
Carex meadii Dew. Prairie remnants, Scott Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
Carex molest a Mack. Prairie remnants and sandy soil; frequent. 
Carex muhlenbergii Schkuhr Dry, sandy places; ISC; rare. 
Carex muskingumensis Schwein. Moist, alluvial woods; A. S. Hitchcock; 
rare. 
Car ex normalis Mack. Open, wooded slopes; infrequent. 
Carex oligocarpa Schkuhr Moist, rich ,wooded slopes and bottoms along 
the Iowa River; Old Stone Quarry, Thorne 1952; McBride State Park, 
Thorne 1954; rare. 
Carex pensylvanica Lam. Dry, open woods and sandy soil; common. 
Carex rosea Schkuhr (incl. C. convoluta Mack.) Woods; common. 
Carex sartwellii Dew. Swale, Fremont Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
Carex scoparia Schkuhr Marshy places; infrequent. 
Carex shortiana Dew. Alluvial woods, Turkey Creek, Shimek 1900; rare. 
Carex sparganioides Muhl. Rich, wooded slopes; frequent. 
Carex sprengelii Dew. Wooded slopes and bluffs; McBride State Park, 
Thorne 1954; Cou Falls, Shimek 1906; rare. 
Carex stipata Muhl. Swales and marshy borders; frequent. 
Carex stricta Lam. Swales and marshy borders; frequent. 
Carex suberecta (Olney) Britt. Marshy place, Finkbine Field, Iowa City, 
Shimek 1928; rare. 
Carex tribuloides Wahl. (incl. C. projecta Mack.) Marshy places; frequent. 
Car ex trichocarpa Muhl. Marshes; ISC; rare. 
Carex typhina Michx. Low places south of Hills, Shimek 1904; rare. 
Carex vesicaria L. Marshy places and shallow water; infrequent. 
Carex vulpinoidea Michx. Marshy places; common. 
Cyperus aristatus Rottb. Galingale. Sandy river bottoms and ditches; in-
frequent. 
Cyperus erythrorhizos Muhl. Muddy or sandy margins of streams and 
ponds; frequent. 
Cyperus esculentus L. Sandy soil; infrequent. 
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Cyperus filiculmis Vahl Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Cyperus odoratus L. Wet margins and marshy places; infrequent. 
Cyperus rivularis Kunth Wet, sandy or muddy margins; frequent. 
Cyperus schweinitzii Torr. Dry, sandy soil; frequent. 
Cyperus strigosus L. Wet, sandy or muddy margins; common. 
Dulichium arundinaceum (L.) Britt. Marshy depression in Iowan drift, 
Madison Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
Eleocharis acicularis (L.) R. & S. Spike-rush. Wet, sandy or muddy 
borders and shallow water of ponds and sloughs; frequent. 
Eleocharis calva Torr. Marshy places and muddy shores; infrequent. 
Eleocharis compressa Sulliv. Wet places; ISC; rare. 
Eleocharis obtusa (Willd.) Schultes Wet ground and shallow water; 
frequent. 
Eleocharis olivacea Torr. Muddy margin of Swan Lake, Thorne 1950; 
rare. 
Eleocharis palustris (L.) R. & S. (incl. E. macrostachya Britt.) Marshes, 
swales, and shallow water; frequent. 
Eleocharis t11nuis (Willd) Schultes Moist place in prairie remnants, 
Scott Twp., Thorne 1952; West Lucas Twp., Shimek 1893; rare. 
Eriophorum angustif olium Roth Cotton-grass. Swamp near Higbees Grove, 
Shimek 1892; rare. 
Fimbristylis autumnalis (L.) R & S. Desiccatedmargin of Swan Lake, 
Thorne 1953; rare. 
Hemicarpha micrantha (Vahl) Pax Desiccated margin of Swan Lake, 
Thorne 1953; sandy river bottom, Shimek 1894; rare. 
Scirpus atrovirens Willd. Bulrush. Marshes, swales, ditches; common. 
Scirpus cyperinus (L.) Kunth (incl. S. atrocintus Fern.) Wool - grass. 
Marshy places; common. 
Scirpus fluviatilis (Torr.) Gray River Bulrush, Three-square. Marshes and 
sloughs; infrequent. 
Scirpus heterochaetus Chase , Slender Bulrush. Shallo~ water of Swan 
Lake and of small marsh west of Iowa City, Thorne 1952; rare. 
Scirpus validus Vahl Great Bulrush, Soft-stem Bulrush. Marshy places; 
frequent. 
LILIACEAE (Lily Family) 
*Asparagus officinalis L. Asparagus. Escaped to roadsides, waste places, and 
disturbed ground generally; common. 
*Convallaria majalis L. Lily-of-the-valley. Rare escape from cultivation 
in Iowa City; Shimek 1895. 
Erythronium albidum Nutt. White Adder's-tongue, White Trout-lily. Moist, 
alluvial woods; frequent. 
*Hemerocallis fulva L. Day-lily. Frequent escape to roadsides. 
Lilium michiganense Farw. Michigan Lily. Moist depression in prairie rem-
nants, roadsides, and woodland borders; infrequent. 
Lilium philadelphicum L. var. andinum (Nutt.) Ker Wood Lily. Prairie 
bog 5 miles northwest of Iowa City, Shimek 1921; rare. 
Maianthemum canadense Des£. Wild-lily-of-the-valley. Deep woods; Iowa 
City, Mary Linder; rare. 
Melanthium virginicum L. Bunchflower. Low open place along railroad 
east of Oxford, Shimek 1923; rare, now probably extinct. 
Polygonatum canaliculatum (Muhl.) Pursh Solomon's Seal. Woods, road-
sides, and prairie remnants; common. 
Smilacina racemosa (L.) Desf. False-Solomon's Seal. Woods; common. 
Smilacina stellata (L.) Desf. Prairie remnants, open woods, and open, 
sandy places; frequent. 
U vularia grandif lora Sm. Bellwort. Rich woods; frequent. 
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Uvularia sessiliflora L. Wild-oats. Iowa City, T. H. Macbride; Mary 
Linder 1889; rare. 
TRILLIACEAE (Trillium Family) 
Trillium cernuum L. Nodding Trillium. Woodland clearing east of ceme-
•ery, bwa City. Shimek 1916; rare. 
Trillium flexipes Raf. Turkey Creek, Shimek 1895; Scales Bend, Shimek 
1895; rare. 
Tril'hm n'.vale RH<lell Snow Trillium. Rocky, wooded bluffs and north-
facing banks; infrequent. 
Trillium recurvatum Eeck Wake-robin. Rich, alluvial woodlands along the 
Iowa River; McBride State Park, Thorne 1954; Hills, Shimek 1894; 
rare. 
S:MILACACEAE (Greenbrier Family) 
Smilax ecirrhata (Engelm.) S. Wats. Carrion-flower. Rich woods; common. 
Smilax herbacea L. (incl. S. lasioneura Hook.) Carrion-flower. Woods, 
thickets, and roadsides; frequent. 
Smilax hispida Muhl. (S. tamnoides L. var. hispida (Muhl.) Fern.) Green-
brier, Catbrier. Woo:ls and thickets; common. 
D1oscoREACEAE (Yam Family) 
Dioscorea villosa L. Wild Yam. Woods and thickets; common. 
AMARYLLIDACEAE (Amaryllis Family) 
Alli um canadense L. Wild-onion. Open woods and prairie remnants; in-
frequent. 
Allium tricoccum Ait. Wild-leek. Rich, moist, loamy woods; infrequent. 
HvroxmACEAE (Star-grass Family) 
Hypoxis hirsuta (L.) Coville Star-grass. Prairie remnants and grassy open-
ings; infrequent. 
IRmACEAE (Iris Family) 
Iris virginica L. var. shrevei (Small) E. Anders. (I. shrevei Small) Blue 
Flag. Wet margins, marshy plares, and moist ditches; common. 
Sisyrinchium an1<ustifoliurn Mill. Blue-eyed-grass. Rather low woods, Tur-
key Creek, Shimek 1904; rare. 
Sisyrinchium campestre Bickn. Prairie remnants and grassy openings; in-
frequent. 
ARACEAE (Arum Family) 
Acorus calamus L. Sweetflag. Marshes; infrequent. 
Arisaema dracontium (L.) Schott Green Dragon. Moist, alluvial woods; 
frequent. 
Arisaema triphyllum (L.) Schott. (A. atrorubens of Fernald) Jack-in-the-
pulpit. Rich woods; common. 
LEMNACEAE (Duckweed Family) 
Lemna minor L. Duckweed. Floating on shallow water of ponds, lakes, 
and sloughs; common. 
S pirodela polyrhiza ( L.) Schleid. Duckweed. Floating on shallow water 
of ponds, lakes, and sloughs; common. 
Wolffia columbiana Karst Water-meal. Floating in shallow water of slough 
south of Iowa City, Thorne 1952; rare. 
W olffia punctata Griseb. Floating on shallow water of McBride Lake and 
slough south of Iowa City, Pleasant Valley Twp., Thorne )952; rare. 
TYPHACEAE (incl. SPARGANIACEAE) (Cattail Family) 
Sparganium americanum Nutt. (incl. S. androcladum (Engelm.) Morong) 
Bur-reed. Shallow water of ponds and marshes; infrequent. 
Sparganium eurycarpum Engelm. Shallow, quiet water; frequent. 
Typha latif olia L. Cattail. Marshy places; common. 
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0RCHIDACEAE (Orchid Family) 
Aplectum hyemale (Muhl.) Torr. Putty-root. Rich, moist woods; Iowa City, 
Mary Linder; Shimek 1892 ; rare. 
Calopogon pulchellus (Salish.) R. Br. Grass-pink. Elmyra, A. S. Hitch-
cock 1859 (ISC); rare. 
Corallorhiza odontorhiza (Willd.) Nutt. Late Coral-root. Upland woods; 
Iowa City, G. W. Martin 1946; near Cou Falls, Shimek 1906; rare. 
Cypripedium calceolus L. (incl. C. parviflorum Salish., C. pubescens 
Willd.) Yellow Lady-slipper. Wooded ridges and slopes in upland 
forest; infrequent. 
Cypripedium reginae Walt. Showy Lady-slipper. Rich, deep woods; Penn 
Twp., Shimek 1880; rare, probably now extinct. 
Goodyera pubescens (Willd.) R. Br. Rattlesnake-plantain. Upland woods 
near Shueyville, Thorne 1953; Penn Twp., Shimek 1895; rare. 
Habenaria leucophaea (Nutt.) Gray Prairie Fringed Orchid. Low ground 
along railroad east of Iowa City (moist prairie), Shimek 1903 ( ISC) ; 
rare. 
Habenaria viridis (L.) R. Br. var. bracteata (Muhl.) Gray Bracted Orchid. 
Woods; Newport Twp., Shimek 1892; Iowa City, Mary Linder; rare. 
Liparis liliifolia (L.) Rich. Tway-blade. Wooded ridges and slopes; in-
frequent. 
Malaxis unifolia Michx. Adder's Mouth. Upland woods, Cou Falls, Shimek 
1907; Newport Twp., H. Berry; rare. 
Orchis spectabilis L. Showy Orchis. Woods; frequent. 
Spiranthes cernua (L.) Rich. Ladies' Tresses. Pastured slo;:ie, Short Estate 
along the Iowa River north of Iowa City; Wiehl's bog southeast of 
North Liberty, Shimek 1928; rare. 
Spiranthes gracilis (Bigel.) Back Mary Linder 1889; Iowa City, T. H. 
Macbride; rare. 
Triphora trianthophora (Sw.) Rydb. Nodding Pogonia. Mary Linder 1889; 
rare. 
GRAMINEAE (Grass Family) 
* Agropyron re pens (L.) Beauv. Quack Grass. Common weed of roadsides, 
railroads, cultivated fields, and waste places. 
Agropyron smithii Rydb. Prairie remnants along railroads, open, sandy 
places, and grassy ridges; frequent. 
* Agrostis alba L. Redtop. Open, marshy ground and grassy areas; common. 
Agrostis hyemalis (W.11t.) BSP. Tickle Grass. Prairie remnants and open, 
sandy places; frequent. 
Agrostis perennans (Walt.) Tuckerm. Woods; frequent. 
Alopecurus aequalis Sobol. Muddy borders and marshy places; infrequent. 
Alopecurus carolinianus Walt. Moist, open places; infrequent. 
Andropogon gerardii Vitman Tall Bluestem. Prairie remnants and road-
sides; common. 
Andropogon scoparius Michx. Little Bluestem. Prairie remnants; frequent. 
Aristida basiramea Engelm. Three-awn. Sandy, open places; frequent. 
Aristida curtissii (Gray) Nash Sandy soil, Iowa City, W. A. Anderson 1936; 
rare. 
Aristida intermedia Scribn. & Ball Sandy roadside, Oxford Twp., Thorne 
1953; rare. 
Aristida oligantha Michx. Prairie remnants and sandy places; infrequent. 
*Avena sativa L. Oat. Spontaneous on roadsides, railroads, and waste 
places; frequent. Several other grains are often spontaneous on road-
sides, in fields, and in other disturbed ground, but they seldom 
persist more than one season. The most frequent of these annual cereals 
are Secale cereale L., Rye, Triticum .aestivum L., Wheat, Hordeum 
vulgare L., Barley, and Zea mays L., Maize. 
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Bouteloua curtipendula (Michx.) Torr. Side-oats Grama. Prairie remnants 
and dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Brachyelytrum erectum (Schreb.) Beauv. Rocky or loamy woods; infrequent. 
*Bromus inermis Leyss. Hungarian Brome. Roadsides and other open 
places; common. 
*Bromus japonicus Thunb. Brome. Roadsides, railroads, and waste places; 
common. 
Bromus kalmii Gray Open woods; Iowa City, A. S. Hitchcock 1887; rare. 
Bromus latiglumis (Shear) Hitchc. Woods; infrequent. 
Bromus purgans L. Woods; common. 
*Bromus secalinus L. Cheat, Chess. Waste places, Iowa City; rare. 
*Bromus tectorum L. Railroads, roadsides, waste places; common. 
Calamagrostis canadensis (Michx.) Nutt. Blue-joint. Marshy places; com-
mon. 
Cenchrus pauciflorus Benth. Sandbur. Railroads, roadsides, and sandy, open 
places; frequent. 
Cinna arundinacea L. Wood Reedgrass. Moist woods; frequent. 
*Dactylis glomerata L. Orchard Grass. Roadsides, open woods, and grassy 
places generally; common. 
Diarrhena americana Beauv. Woods; Cou Falls, Shimek 1905; rare. 
Digitaria ischaemum (Schreb.) Muhl. Crab Grass. Sandy, grassy, or waste 
places, and cultivated ground; common. 
*Digitaria sanguinalis (L.) Scop. Common weed of waste places, cultivated 
ground, and sandy places. 
*Echinochloa crusgalli (L.) Beauv. Barnyard Grass. Common weed of 
cultivated ground and waste places. 
Echinochloa pungens (Poir.) Rydb. Marshy or sandy places; common. 
*Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. Yard Grass, Goose Grass. Sidewalks and 
waste places; frequent in Iowa City. 
Elymus canadensis L. Wild-rye. Prairie remnants and other open, grassy 
places; common. 
Elymus villosus Muhl. Upland woods; common. 
Elymus virginicus L. Open, grassy places; common. 
*Eravostis cilianensis (All.) Lut. Stink Grass, Love Grass. Common weed 
of roadsides, waste places, and cultivated ground. 
Eragrostis frankii C. A. Mey. Stream and pond margins and sandbars; 
frequent. 
Eragrostis hypnoides (Lam.) BSP. Sandy or muddy margins and bars of 
streams and ponds; common. 
Eragrostis pectinacea (Michnx.) Nees Open places and sandy stream mar-
gins; common. 
* Eragrostis pilosa ( L.) Beauv. Weed; Iowa City, A. S. Hitchcock 1888 
(ISC); rare. 
Eragrostis spectabilis (Pursh) Steud. Tumble Grass, Petticoat-climber. Open, 
dry, sandy places; common. 
*Festuca elatior L. Meadow Fescue. Roadsides and grassy places; rare. 
Festuca obtusa Biehler Woods; common. 
Festuca octoflora Walt. (Vulpia octoflora (Walt.) Rydb.) Dry, sandy soil; 
infrequent. 
*Festuca ovina L. Lawn, Iowa City, W. A. Anderson 1937; rare. 
Glyceria septentrionalis Hitchc. Manna Grass. Sandy marshes and small 
ponds; infrequent. 
Glyceria striata (Lam.) Hitchc. Marshy places and wet woods; frequent. 
Hierochloe odorata (L.) Beauv. Vanilla Grass, Sweet Grass. Woods near 
cemetery, Iowa City, Shimek 1913; rare. 
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Hordeum jubatum L. Squirreltail Grass. Roadsides, railroads, and waste 
places; common weed. 
Hordeum pusillum Nutt. Little Barley. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Hystrix patula Moench. Bottle-brush Grass. Woods; common. 
Koeleria cristata (L.) Pers. June Grass. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Leersia lenticularis Michx. Catchfly Grass. Alluvial woods; Iowa City, 
A. S. Hitchcock 188? (ISC); rare. 
Leersia oryzoides (L.) Sw. Cut Grass. Marshy places; common. 
Leersia virginica Willd. White Grass. Moist wool'.ls; frequent. 
Leptoloma cognatum (Schultes) Chase Fall Witch Grass. Dry, sandy soil; 
infrequent. 
*Loli um multiflorum Lam. Italian Rye-grass. Lawns and newly seeded 
banks; frequent, but perhaps not naturalized. 
Melica 'nitens Nutt. Melic Grass. Prairie ridge, Turkey Creek, Shimek 
1909; rare. 
* Miscanthus sacchariflorus (Maxim.) Hack. Eulalia, Plume Grass. Marshy 
ground and roadsides; infrequent escape, becoming more common. 
Muhlenbergia frondosa (Poir.) Fem. Muhly. Common weed of cultivated 
ground, waste places, and woods. 
Muhlenbergia mexicana (L.) Trin. Wiehl's hanging bog southeast of North 
Liberty, Shimek 193 2; rare. 
Muhlenbergia racemosa (Michx.) BSP. Prairie remnants and openings; 
infrequent. 
Muhlenbergia schreberi J. F. Gruel. Nimble Will. Shaded lawns and moist 
woods; common. 
Muhlenberl{ia sylvatica Torr. Woods, State Quarry, Shimek 1932; Iowa 
City, Hitchcock 188?; rare. 
Muhlenbergia tenuiflora (Willd.) BSP. Woods, Iowa City, A. S. Hitch-
cock 1888; upland woods, State Quarry. Shimek 1932; rare. 
Panicum capillare L. Witch Grass. Common weed of roadsides, stream 
banks, sandy soil, and disturbed ground. 
Panicum commonsianum Ashe var. euchlamydeum (Shinners) Pohl Sandy 
roadbank, Madison Twp., Thorne 1952; rare. 
Panicum dichotomiflorum Michx. Common weed of alluvial places, road-
sides, and disturbed ground. 
Panicum implicatum Scribn. (incl. P. praecocius H. & C., P. huachucae 
Ashe, P. tennesseense Ashe) Sandy soil, woodland openings, prairie 
remnants; frequent. 
Panicum latifolium L. Woods; frequent. 
Panicum leibergii (Vasey) Scribn. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Panicum perlongum Nash Sandy, open places; infrequent. 
Panicum scribnerianum Nash Dry, sandy soil; common. 
Panicum virgdtum L. Switchgrass. Prairie remnants and open, sandy places; 
common. 
Paspalum ciliatifolium Michx. Dry, sandy soil; frequent. 
Phalaris arundinacea L. Reed Canary Grass. Marshy places and pond mar-
gins; frequent. 
*Phalaris canariensis L. Canary Grass. Waste ground, Iowa City, Anderson 
1932; rare. 
*Phleum pratense L. Timothy. Roadsides and open, grassy places; common. 
Phragmites communis Trin. Reed. Marshy places; infrequent. 
*Poa annua L. Spear Grass. Common weed of lawns and other grassy 
places. 
Poa chapmaniana Scribn. Open ground; ISC; rare. 
*Poa compressa L. Canada Blue Grass. Pastures and other grassy places; 
common. 
Poa palustris L. Moist, open ground; frequent. 
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*Poa pratensis L. Kentucky .Blue Grass. Abundant everywhere in grassy 
places and pastured woods. 
Poa sylvestries Gray Rich, loamy alluvial woods, McBride State Park, 
Thorne 1954; rare. 
*Setaria faberii Herrm. Foxtail Grass. Infrequent weed of cornfields, 
other cultivated ground, and waste places. 
*Setaria lutescens (Wiegel) F. T. Hubb. Yellow Foxtail. Abundant w.eed 
of disturbed ground. 
*Setaria verticillata (L.) Beauv. Common weed of waste places. 
*Setaria viridis (L.) Beauv. Green Foxtail. Abundant weed of disturbed 
ground. 
Sorghastrum nutans (L.) Nash Indian Grass. Prairie remnants and road-
sides; frequent. 
*Sor gum halepense (L.) Pers. Johnson Grass. Edge of field east of Iowa 
City, Shimek 1918; rare. 
S partina pectinata Link Slough Grass. Marshy places; common. 
Sphenopholis intermedia (Rydb.) Rydb. Moist places and wooded slopes; 
infrequent. 
Sphenopholis obtusata (Michx.) Scribn. Prairie remnants, sandy roadbanks, 
wet margins; infrequent. 
Sporobolus asper (Michx.) Kun th Dropseed. Open, grassy places, especi-
ally in sandy soil; frequent. 
Sporobolus cryptandrus (Torr.) Gray Dry,· sandy soil; infrequent. 
Sporobolus heterolepis Gray Prairie Dropseed. Prairie remnants; infrequent. 
Sporobolus vaginiflorus (Torr. Wood Dry, sandy soil and railroad ballast; 
infrequent. 
Stipa spartea Trin. Porcupine Grass. Prairie remnants and sandy places; 
frequent. 
Tridens flavus (L.) Hitchc. (Triodia flava (L.) Smyth) Dry, sandy soil; 
east of Iowa City, R. P. Adams 1924; rare. 
Triplasis purpursea (Walt.) Chapm. Sand Grass. Dry, sandy soil; infrequent. 
Zizania aquatica L. Wild-rice. Slough along Iowa River south of Iowa 
City, R. A. Davidson 1952; rare. 
STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
A. Components of the Flora of Johnson County, Iowa: 












B. Total Number of families represented: 111. 






Compositae ........................ 125 Scrophulariaceae .................. 26 
Gramineae .......................... 103 Polygonaceae ........................ 24 
Cyperaceae ............................ 75 Ranunculaceae ...................... 23 
Leguminosae ....................... .43 Umbelliferae .......................... 20 
Cruciferae .............................. 34 Caryophyllaceae ..................... 16 
Labiatae ................................ 33 Salicaceae .............................. 15 
-Rosaceae ................................ 31 
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D. Genera represented by 8 or more species: 
Carex ...................................... 51 Panicum .................................. 9 
Aster ...................................... 18 Ranunculus .............................. 9 
Polygonum ............................ 17 Cyperus .................................... 8 
Asclepias ................................ 11 Desmodium .............................. 8 
Salix ........................................ 11 Helianthus ................................ 8 
Chenopodium ................•....... 10 Lysimachia .............................. 8 
S olidago .................................. 10 Quercus .................................... 8 
Euphorbia .............................. 9 Viola ........................................ 8 
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